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W
ith
one
shoe
on
and

one shoe off, a group
of nearly 30 children
under age 5 ran across
the dirt arena in
search of their shoes. 

It was just one of
the entertaining
shows during the
Oregon Trail Rodeo at
the Adams County
Fairgrounds Friday night. The rodeo contin-
ues 7 p.m. today and Sunday.

The goal of the children’s boot scramble
was for the children to find their missing

shoes that were
placed halfway across
the arena.

Children went run-
ning across the arena
through dirt, mud
and whatever else
they found. 

“Don’t step in the
wet piles, they’re a
special organic mate-
rial,” said Gizmo
McCracken, the
rodeo clown. 

Once the children
reached the shoe pile,
they had to find their

individual footwear. For some, this was easi-
er than for others. 
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WIND, SHEEHY, KOOL-AID MAN
USHER IN MEN’S NATIONAL

SLOW-PITCH TOURNEY

JOHN HUTHMACHER
Hastings Tribune

A strong breeze blowing out toward Osborne
Drive on Field No. 1 at Smith Softball Complex
teased hitters and taunted pitchers during open-
ing ceremonies for the 2005 ASA Men’s Slow-
Pitch West National Championship Friday after-
noon.

Most of the 77 teams (following two late
drops and an addition) slated to play in the
Labor Day weekend tournament were decked
out in softball attire and ready to play as lieu-
tenant governor and former Hastings mayor
Rick Sheehy tossed out the ceremonial first
pitch to launch the diamond extravaganza. 

Winners of this weekend’s tournament will
travel to Oklahoma City, Okla., to take on the
East Champions in the series championship
Sept. 22-25.

ROBERT TANNER
The Associated Press

N
EW ORLEANS —
The cavalry finally
arrived.
With a cigar-
chomping general

in front, a camouflaged-green
convoy of at least three-dozen
troop vehicles and supply trucks
rolled through floodwaters
Friday into a desperate city
where some storm survivors had
died waiting for food, water and
medicine.

“Thank you Jesus!” Leschia
Radford shrieked amid a
throng of tens of thousands

outside the New Orleans
Convention Center.

Some people threw their
arms heavenward and others
nearly fainted with joy as the
trucks and hundreds of soldiers
arrived in the punishing mid-
day heat in scene that looked
like a relief mission to a Third
World country.

But there was also anger and
profane jeers from many in the
crowd of nearly 20,000 who
questioned why they had to
wait four days after Hurricane
Katrina and threaten to riot
before they could get anything
to eat or drink.

“They should have been here
days ago,” said 46-year-old
Michael Levy, whose words
were echoed by those around
him yelling, “Hell, yeah!”

“We’ve been sleeping on the
... ground like rats,” Levy
added. “I say burn this whole
... city down.”

With a rag shielding her from
the searing midday heat and a
cart at her feet holding her only
belongings, 70-year-old Nellie
Washington hardly saw the
troops as heroes.

“What took you so long?”
she asked. 

Have a safe Labor Day weekend!
The newspaper will not be

published Monday, Labor
Day.

The Tribune offices will be

closed that day. 
Normal publication and

business hours resume
Tuesday.

Opening 
ceremonies
real breeze

Please see OPENING/page A6

GOVERNOR HOPES TO

AVOID SHORTAGE

The Associated Press

LINCOLN — Gov. Dave Heineman said he
signed an order Friday that should prevent gas
shortages, as the state’s officials worked to iden-
tify places to house people displaced by
Hurricane Katrina.

Heineman said some pumps at older gas sta-
tions cannot charge more than $2.99 a gallon,
so they will now be permitted to charge by the
half gallon. This means station owners will not
see their prices cut and will not lose their sup-
plies, he said.

“We cannot afford to have state requirements
that would create fuel shortages,” Heineman said.

Heineman also signed an order to suspend
several state regulations affecting transportation
and agriculture in order to expedite relief efforts
to the troubled Gulf Coast region. The change
means truckers with emergency cargo will not
have to register in Nebraska, allowing them to
travel faster. 

Heineman
changes
gas rules

Please see STATE/page A6

BRINGING ORDER

Please see ORDER/page B4

BRENT McCOWN/Tribune

Above: Kevin Loyd of Haysville, Kan., keeps his eye on the calf in the Tie Down Roping
event of the Oregon Trail Rodeo Friday night at the Adams County Fairgrounds. Left: Gizmo
McCracken rides around on his ostrich in between events. Below: Danny Martin of Red
Owl, S.D., rides Lion King during the Saddle Bronc Riding.

Crowd jumping into 
rodeo with both feet

Please see RODEO/page B4

NATIONAL GUARD RELIEF CONVOY ROLLS INTO NEW ORLEANS

IRWIN THOMPSON,
Dallas Morning

News/AP

Left: Sgt. 1st Class
Robert Richards
directs residents
where to go after
they received their
Meals Ready to
Eat (MRE’s) at the
Morial Convention
Center on Friday in
downtown New
Orleans. Top:
Jaquan Pugh, 15-
months, gets fed
an MRE by his
father, Percy Pugh.



“I think this is always an exciting time,
particularly for the city of Hastings,”
Sheehy said after the ceremony. “To have
so many people from outside of our state
gives us the ability to showcase the city
of Hastings and also the area around it. I
know the city always puts their best foot
forward and provides great hospitality.”

The Kool-Aid Man arrived in style,
cruising in from the outfield grass in a
classic red Cobra automobile with a
Wilson Optic Yellow softball in hand. 

State softball commissioner Joe
Patterson of Hastings welcomed the
crowd — many of them wives and chil-
dren of players — and wished teams luck
from the podium set in the middle of the
softball diamond. 

Tournament director Michael Krings
made what may go down as the catch of
the tournament, snagging a wind-blown
American flag as it was about to hit the
ground during the national anthem by
singer Ginger tenBensel of Hastings. 

“I’m ready to play now,” Krings said.
“The weather’s good, the beer is cold and
the burgers are hot, so we’re ready to go.”

As they strolled in for the pregame cer-
emony, most of the players — some
wearing flip flops or sandals — appeared
relaxed and ready to go. Most stood
shoulder to shoulder chatting. A few
reclined on the grass.  Others sat in the
bleachers with teammates. 

Jerred Johnson, 30, of Armor Inc. of
Kearney, Hastings and Grand Island, was
among those standing along the first
base line awaiting the first pitch.

“We’re pretty excited,” the outfielder
said. “We’ve worked hard all year to get
here, so we’re ready to go.”

As a Nebraska resident, Johnson said
he did not think the wind would play
much of a factor in what transpired
between the lines. 

“The wind’s not too bad,” he said. “It
could be worse.”

Delton Whittles, 63, of T-N-T/Master
Plumbing in Cambridge, Minn., snick-
ered when asked which position he
would be playing. 

“Left out on the bench,” he said wryly. 
After driving 81⁄2 hours to Hastings,

Whittles said he hoped his third nation-
al appearance would be worthy of the
effort it took to get here.

“It’s nice to be here,” he said. “We’ll do
the best we can.”

First baseman Eric McMullin of Bat
Place Da’ Boars in Bloomington, Minn.,
said he hoped that after three consecutive
sub-par performances at national events,
his team would at least come out on the
winning side of a few games this time out.

“We’re happy to be here, and we’re
going to do the best we can,” he said.
“The fields look in good shape, and I’ve
heard a lot of good things about this
complex and the way they run nationals
here in Nebraska.”

Outfielder Todd VanEpps, 32, of
Spikes/Daweeds in Wanamingo, Minn.,
was equally impressed by the facilities.

“The complex looks top-notch,” he
said. “It really is quite nice compared to
some of the others that we’ve been to
and what we usually play on. So far, it’s

pretty laid back (but) as you get later on,
I’m sure it’ll get real intense.

“Guys travel a lot of miles to play
some good ball, so I’m sure you’ll see
some. We’d like to finish at least .500.
We’re a smaller team compared to what
some of the other guys around here
have, so that would be just fine for us.

“We like to have a good time — that’s
what we come around and play for —
but when we step in between the lines,
we like to play ball.” 

Shortstop Jason Spears, 28, of Bill’s Well
Drilling in Minnesota said he has been
looking forward to the thrill of experienc-
ing national competition for some time.

“This is what it’s all about,” he said.
“We’ve been together for 14 years, and
this is our first nationals as a team.”

The atmosphere was everything he
hoped for, he said.

“People are great here,” he said. “We’ve
had no trouble. The fields are fantastic. I
mean, you ain’t gonna find a better com-
plex in the United States. It’s pretty nice.”

His team’s goal was simply to “win the first
game,” then “take it one at a time,” he said.

Southpaw pitcher James Maxie, 37, of
Wigged Out from Las Vegas sounded con-
fident as he contemplated his sixth trip to
the mound in national competition.

“We’re going to try to win it all and go to
Oklahoma City,” he said. “We have to play
together and have a great attitude about
the game. I think we could do this.”

The championship game is scheduled
for 6 p.m. Sunday. If needed, an addi-
tional game will be added at 7:15 p.m. 
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 7:00 A.M.-10:00 P.M.

 SUNDAY 7:00 A.M.-9:00 P.M.
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 Prices Good Through
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 Sunshine

 Cheez-its
 16 oz.

 $ 1 49

 Lb.

 New Crop Jonathan

 Apples

 89 ¢

 Shurfine

 Baked Beans
 28 oz.

 59 ¢

 Vlasic

 Dill Pickle Spears
 24 oz.

 $ 1 19
 93% Diet Lean

 Ground Beef
 12 oz. Pkg.

 $ 1 99

 Koops’

 Mustard
 12 oz.

 $ 1 49

 Kingsford
 Charcoal

 20 Lb.

 $ 4 88
 Jumbo

 Muffins
 4 pk.

 2/$ 5 Lb.

 Del Monte

 Ketchup
 24 oz.

 88 ¢

Opening: Breezy opening to national tourney

RICK HOUCHIN/Tribune

Opening ceremonies at the Men’s Class C National Slow-Pitch Tournament featured the Kool-Aid Man as flagbearer, rid-
ing in George Anderson’s red Cobra. 

Continued from page A1

The suspended regulations
will also allow commercial car-
riers that serve only Nebraska
to leave the state to help with
relief efforts.

Heineman said the orders
would be temporary, but he
did not know when they
would be lifted. He said offi-
cials would continue to moni-
tor the situation.

Lt. Gov. Rick Sheehy, also
the state’s director of
Homeland Security, said he
had been working to deter-
mine where people could be
housed. Lincoln has already
determined it could take in
200 people and care for them
for seven days, he said.

He said a number of private
airlines have offered to fly people
to the area. The state is currently
working the Red Cross, he said.

Sheehy said more informa-
tion would be made available
when officials know more. But
evacuees could be received in
the next few days, he said.

Today, eight members of the
Nebraska Army National
Guard’s Counter-drug Task Force
will leave Lincoln to help with
law enforcement in Louisiana.
Two light armored vehicles will
also go with the group.

Some 15 members of the
Guard’s 24th Medical
Company will leave Saturday
with two Black Hawk ambu-
lance helicopters for New
Orleans, where they will trans-
port patients to surrounding
hospitals. There are already
about 45 Army National
Guard members, primarily
military police from the
Omaha area, in Louisiana,
Heineman said.

State: 
Gas rule 
suspended
Continued from page A1


