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Inside
ART CONTROVERSY

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. —
An art gallery director says she was
fired for talking on television about
a sexually explicit caricature involv-
ing President Bush, an Arab sheik
and a barrel of oil.

Susan Buzzi was the Broward Art Guild’s

executive director and had worked with its
gallery for more than 10 years.

Buzzi and Alfred Phillips, who
painted the piece, were among several
people interviewed by comedian Ed
Helms in a spoof news report of the
art controversy on “The Daily Show
with Jon Stewart” several weeks ago.

Buzzi said she was told
Wednesday that her “services are
no longer required” at the gallery.

“I certainly didn’t expect this,”
she said Friday as helpers scooped
up belongings and loaded them
into a waiting car.

The Associated Press
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Art by Paige Kennedy, 9,
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S
PRING RANCH — In a dense
grove of trees two miles south of
Nebraska Highway 74 in south-
western Clay County lie a crum-
bling brick vault, a small concrete

shed and the rotting wood of a fallen
building. They are virtually all that
remain from Spring Ranch, once a thriv-
ing Oregon Trail town.

The buildings sit among knee-high
weeds peppered with beer cans and even
a discarded truck cap. Only the fading
wooden signs marking the sites of former
buildings give visitors any indication that
this site once was one of vitality and
excitement.

Yet for a few former residents, the ruins
bring memories of a small-town life full
of community gatherings and notorious
legends, and like the town’s remains,
their numbers are declining.

“There aren’t many of us old-timers
left,” said Alvin Paus, 83, who lived
in the Spring Ranch area until 1996,
when he and his wife, Alice, moved
to Good Samaritan Village in
Hastings.

The Pauses, along with others scattered
throughout southern Clay County, are

among the last remaining former residents
of the home of some of Tribland’s oldest
recorded and most fascinating history.

The town’s roots began in 1863, when
James Bainter set up a store and inn
along the Little Blue River for Oregon
Trail travelers. About 300 teams a day
passed through in 1865 on the trail,
which ran through what would become
Spring Ranch.

In 1870, the town formally began
when Nebraska’s second post office
was built there. By the early 1900s, the
population grew to more than 100.
The town never had a mayor or a siz-
able population, but it was a minor
hub for many area farmers, who would
travel up to 100 miles to grind their
grain at its mill.

After the 1930s, the town slowly began
to decline — buildings were torn down,
churches were closed and residents grad-

ually moved out. By the early 1950s, it
was virtually abandoned.

“To me, it just seemed like at one
time it was really a booming town,”
said Lucille Schliep, 67, who was only a
young girl when the town fell apart.
“But every year, something would hap-
pen to one of the buildings, and no one
was around to stop it, and the whole
town went to pot.”

The reasons for Spring Ranch’s decline are
difficult to pin down, but two causes stand
out among its former residents: floods and
the economic difficulty of the Great
Depression.

MULTIPLE CAR BOMBS HIT RESORT
OF SHARM EL-SHEIK

LEE KEATH
The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt A series of explosions,
including at least four car bombs, struck the Red
Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheik early Saturday, hit-
ting several hotels packed with European and
Egyptian tourists and killing at least 49 people in
the deadliest attack in Egypt in nearly a decade.

As many as seven explosions in quick succes-
sion starting at 1:15 a.m. shook windows miles
away. Smoke and fire rose from Naama Bay, a
main strip of beach hotels in the desert city at the
southern tip of the Sinai Peninsula, also popular
with Israeli tourists, witnesses said.
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Janet Soucie poses with four calves and their mother at her farm near Deweese Friday afternoon.

ANDY RAUN
Hastings Tribune

D
EWEESE — At
midafternoon on a
Friday, three choco-
late-colored calves
and one black one

sprawl out in the grass under
some trees in Paul and Janet
Soucie’s farmyard — each looking
for a little shelter from the burn-
ing July sun.

Then, a little grain in the bot-
tom of a feed pan entices a cow

to the middle of the pen. Soon,
all four calves are up on their feet
and crowding around her, jockey-
ing for position at her side.

That’s right — all four calves
have the same mother. And, more
incredible still, at 10 days of age, all
seem strong and healthy.

Three of the calves are heifers,
and the fourth is a bull. The littlest
weighed 38-40 pounds at birth,
while the other three were in the
48- to 52-pound range, Paul said.

Normally, single calves born on

the Soucie farm weigh in at 75-90
pounds, while twins weigh 65-80
pounds apiece, he said.

The cow, for her part, is 4 or 5
years old and shares the choco-
late coloring of three of her four
newborns.

She is getting along OK —
although the recent births seemed
to put a strain on her, said Janet,
who supplements each of the
calves’ nutrition with a bottle of
milk replacer twice every day.

“I think that first day or two
she looked tired,” Janet said.

RARE EVENT
The live birth of quadruplet

calves is exceedingly rare. Paul
said he discussed the case with
Gary Rupp, director of the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s
Great Plains Veterinary Education
Center near Clay Center, and
that Rupp thought the chances
might be around 1 in 750,000.
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Duane and Lucille Schliep pose next to an ornate headstone at the
Spring Ranch cemetery Friday afternoon.

Spring Ranch’s history told in cemetery
Editor’s note

Hastings Tribune intern Mark Coddington
is doing stories this summer on area ceme-
teries, particularly those the public may not
know about.

“
To me, it just seemed like at

one time it was really a boom-
ing town. But every year,

something would happen to
one of the buildings, and no

one was around to stop it, and
the whole town went to pot.

”
- Lucille Schliep
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A Hastings track has been selected as the site
for the first-ever national RallyCross racing
event for the Sports Car Club of America. 

SCCA officials announced Friday that
Motorsports Park Hastings would be the site for the
SCCA RallyCross National Challenge October 14-
16. The track still is in its early development on
property on the southeast corner of the U.S.
Highway 6 and Showboat Boulevard intersection. 

“We are excited for the opportunity to add
another chapter into SCCA’s long history,” said
Howard Duncan, SCCA vice president of com-
petition programs and region development, in a
news release. “We wanted to elevate our
RallyCross program to the next level, and we
feel Hastings and SCCA Nebraska region provide
what our national RallyCross program needs for
a successful launch, thanks to the amazing com-
munity support of other SCCA events.”
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