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Preliminary plans
Developer George Anderson recently released the tentative layout of his
Motorsport Park, located at U.S. Highway 6 and Showboat Road. Some small 
changes may be made to make the track more motorcyle-friendly, according to
Anderson.

Track: 2.23 miles, 36 feet wide
Paddock: 10 acres
Industrial zone: 10 acres
Race direction: ClockwiseSource: Wilson Motorsport Inc.
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Progress at Motorsport Park Hastings
remains on track as more construction
hurdles are cleared for the track to be
built at the southeast corner of U.S.
Highway 6 and Showboat Boulevard.

Hastings resident and managing
partner George Anderson said recent
approval of permits for sewers and one
of the track’s two driveways off
Showboat will allow for ground break-
ing as early as October 2005. 

“When are we putting asphalt
down? October,” he said.

Located 1,400 feet from the intersec-
tion, the approved driveway site will
be used by construction crews to pre-
pare the track area for MPH’s inaugural
events — the Tractor Quad Pull and
Sports Car Club America (SCCA)
National RallyCross Challenge — on
Sept. 13 and Oct. 14-16, respectively. 

“That (the RallyCross Challenge) is a
first-ever national event,” Anderson
said. “That’s a huge event. It’s exciting

that we have racing coming here and
we don’t even have a track yet.”

Competitors from 15-20 states are
expected to lock horns in the three-
day dirt-racing event, Anderson said.
Temporary grandstands will help
accommodate the 1,000-1,500 fans
expected to attend, Anderson said.

“We’re expecting half the people to
bring lawn chairs or to stand around
and watch,” he said. “I’m not a grand-
stand fan. The type of racing we do is
a more casual sort of event.”

With all topographical survey work
now completed, track designer Alan
Wilson of Wilson Motorsport is expect-
ed to submit his design to JEO
Consulting Group of Hastings in August.
Once JEO completes its engineering ren-
ditions of Wilson’s design, the plans will
be ready to put out for bids. 

Anderson said the track surface will
be polymerized asphalt, a higher-grade
material better suited for racing than
standard asphalt. 

He is confident the track will be
completed in spring 2006. Just when

the accompanying buildings —
including the timing tower — will go
up will depending on how fast the
respective building permits can be
obtained, he said.

“Whether it’s early or late spring, I
don’t know, but we’ll be open,” he
said. “Sanctioning bodies and groups
around the country are wanting to
schedule events here next year, so that
opening day is very important.

“The Nebraska region of the SCCA is
already working on a 2006 schedule of
where they’re going to race. MPH is def-
initely going to be on their schedule.”

Anderson said several area officials
and companies — especially Hastings
Economic Development Corp. — have
played a role in forwarding the track’s
progress to date.

“MPH has a lot of great team mem-
bers behind the scenes,” he said. “Far
more than I can name in the paper. This
whole process never would have gotten
this far without the help of Hastings
Economic Development Corp.”

“H
ey, look at that truck,” my
daughter Kinley said as she
pointed out the window of
the car. I looked. It was a
semi truck with a trailer

that read “food grade” on the back.
We were driving down the interstate somewhere

in Kansas on our way to Oklahoma for the
umpteenth time this summer to see a surgeon
about Kinley’s recovery from a recent gall bladder

surgery. We liked to ponder what
the different trucks were hauling.

Once, we saw a huge
bronze sculpture of several
longhorns headed south. The
plates on the truck indicated
it was from Montana. We fig-
ured it was going to Texas.

We already had seen two semis
carrying something that looked
like huge fiberglass luggage racks
— about the size of a small house
— headed north. They had “GE”

on the sides of them, so we decided they must be gen-
erators of some sort.

We had also passed a truck carrying brand
new all-terrain vehicles in easy-pack containers
and two trucks carrying parts of an airplane.

“What do you suppose is in that truck?”
Kinley asked as we followed the truck.

I thought it could be molasses or soybean oil
or some other vegetable oil.

“Maybe it’s liquid chicken,” Giselle put in
from the back seat.

“Liquid chicken?” I asked. “There’s no such
thing as liquid chicken.”

“There is,” Giselle insisted. “When Taylor
and I went to Ohio, we actually saw a truck
like this that said liquid chicken on the back.”

“What the heck is liquid chicken?” I asked.
I’ve never heard of such a thing, and I’ve been
in farming quite a while. She had to be joking.

“No, really, Mom, it said liquid chicken,”
Giselle insisted.

I didn’t think she was lying, I just couldn’t
grasp the concept of liquid chicken. Giselle sug-
gested it could be chickens on hallucinogens.

Kinley thought they could have pureed chickens.
I grimaced at the thought and decided it was

chicken broth on its way to become soup.
“Or just fat that got a little warm,” Kinley

suggested.
I decided I would have to look it up when I

had a chance, but it did make us remember all
the times when we’ve seen agricultural prod-
ucts hauled from place to place.

Between us, we’ve seen cattle and horses,
hogs and turkeys. We’ve seen combines and
tractors and corn and soybeans going down
the road and many pivot irrigation systems.

The worst truck we ever got behind was the
dead animal truck. The truck comes out to the
farm to pick up animals that have died and
takes them to a rendering plant.

The one we were behind had a leg sticking up out
of the top of it, which led to questions from the girls.

“I don’t remember that,” Giselle said, “and I
must have never seen one again, because I didn’t
even know they existed until a few weeks ago
when I was working with a vet for a few days.”

We didn’t see many more interesting trucks
except for three from the Love Box Co. at
Wichita, Kan. The girls never had considered
cardboard box manufacturing, but already
knew about the plant, since it is located about
six blocks from where my aunt used to live in
Wichita. When we got to the Love Box Co., we
knew we were almost to Aunt Ellen’s.

I checked the liquid chicken out on the Internet
when we got to Oklahoma, but couldn’t find any-
thing. Maybe it’s just not a common ag product.

“It’s common enough to make it on to the
back of a truck,” Giselle reminded me.

True. I guess I’ll keep researching.

DROUGHT
HEAT, LACK OF MOISTURE

BRINGING CRISIS TO MIDWEST
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Above: The drought caused pastures to “burn up a month ago,” one farmer says. Top left: One Illinois farmer says the drought has
caused cracks in the earth so big “you can stick your whole hand down in them.” 
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W
hen Brad
Temple surveys
the 1,000 acres
of fertile soil he
farms near

Serena in northern Illinois these
days, he finds himself confront-
ed with wilting corn stalks, insa-
tiable insects and cracks in the
earth so big “you can stick your
whole hand down in them.”

“It can rain from now until
Christmas and it’s not going to
help the corn,” groaned Temple,
who has been working the land
for a little over 20 years.

Temple is far from alone in
offering a pessimistic assessment
of this year’s crop yield in the
Midwest, often described as the
nation’s breadbasket. A line
stretching from central Texas up
the Mississippi Valley all the way
to Wisconsin and reaching into
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan
has experienced the worst
drought since the disaster of 1988
that resulted in a national eco-
nomic loss of about $40 billion.

Contributing to this looming cri-
sis is an unmerciful heat wave that
has seen the mercury jump over
100 degrees on several occasions.
Temperatures on Sunday reached

102 degrees in St. Louis and 101
degrees in Iowa City, Iowa, exacer-
bating the arid conditions.

“It’s like I told people, I put
out the most expensive corn
crop I ever put out this spring
and I’m watching it wither right
before my eyes,” said Philip
Nelson, who operates a farm just
north of Seneca near the Illinois
River in central Illinois. “It
cooked the corn crop. The mid-
dle part of the day looks pretty
deathly around here.”

Northern Illinois appears to be
suffering the most damage with
the fifth driest growing season in
110 years, although parts of east-
ern Iowa, southern Wisconsin
and a good chunk of Missouri
are facing similar strains.

On Monday, Illinois Gov. Rod
Blagojevich asked U.S. Secretary
of Agriculture Mike Johanns to
declare a national disaster emer-
gency in all of the state’s 102
counties. That could provide
farmers with low-interest loans.
The state reports that 117,000
farmers have reported produc-
tion losses with 74,000 estimat-
ing the drought will destroy 30
percent or more of their crops.
Sixteen farmers already have
reported total losses.
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Two of Roger Boyle’s steers try to keep cool in a small area of
water Tuesday on his family farm just west of Bowling Green,
Ohio. Farmers across the Midwest are trying anything to keep
their livestock from wilting in the oppressive heat that is being
blamed for killing at least 1,200 head of cattle in Nebraska.

JOHN SEEWER
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TOLEDO, Ohio — Farmers
across the Midwest are using
everything from electric fans to
cold showers to keep their live-

stock from wilting in the oppres-
sive heat, which is blamed for
killing at least 1,200 head of cat-
tle in Nebraska.

Livestock not immune
from heat stress

Please see LIVESTOCK/page E2

Still on track

Denise
Andersen

Please see DROUGHT/page E2 Denise Andersen of Fairbury is a columnist
for the Tribune. Contact Andersen at (402) 461-
1252 or e-mail at tribune@hastingstribune.com

Liquid
chicken?


