
ELECTRICAL OUTAGE
COVERS LARGE PART

OF HASTINGS

LINDA GARCIA 
AND NANCY FOSTER

Hastings Tribune

A
large power outage in
Hastings Wednesday
was caused by the
failure of a piece of
protective equipment

on a key electrical line. 

The outage, which started at
about 2:30 p.m., was caused by
the failure of a lightning arrester,
a ceramic piece of equipment
that absorbs strikes of lightning
to protect power lines, said Steve
Cogley, customer relations coor-
dinator for Hastings Utilities. 

This arrester was at the Don
Henry substation near the
Landmark Center on Marian
Road. 
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Inside
CHEATER’S CONFESSION

GYPSUM, Colo. — A high
school graduate has confessed to
cheating on an English literature
test — 47 years ago.

Eagle Valley High School
Principal Mark Strakbein said he

got a one-page, handwritten letter
from a 65-year-old grandmother of
five who admitted she and a friend
stole the answers to a Shakespeare
test in the fall of 1957.

“I know it makes no difference
now (after 47 years), except maybe
this will keep some student from

cheating and help them to be hon-
est — conscience never lets you for-
get — there is forgiveness with God,
and I have that, but I felt I still
needed to confess to the school.”

Strakbein didn’t release the
woman’s name.

The Associated Press

Nation

Art by Carlos Carmona, 7,
Lincoln School

Clear
tonight.
Sunny
and
warmer
Friday.

TODD NEELEY
Hastings Tribune

LINCOLN — The past two
Nebraska football seasons read like a
rag-to-riches story.

Athletic Director Steve Pederson fires
Frank Solich after a 9-3 season, scrambles
mightily to hire a new
head coach before
finding his man in Bill
Callahan, the once-
embattled Oakland
Raiders coach.

Callahan’s first
Nebraska team fin-
ishes 5-6 and out of bowl contention,
and two months later he and his staff
put together what is considered to be
one of the best recruiting classes in the

country, and, time will tell, maybe the
best class in Husker history.

Thirty-one high school and junior
college players from across the coun-
try signed on the dotted line for
Nebraska Wednesday on national-let-
ter-of-intent signing day.

At a Memorial Stadium news confer-
ence Callahan announced what is the
largest class of junior college players ever
to sign with the Huskers — 12 in all.

Considering a national perception
that Nebraska is a program hitting the
skids, Callahan praised his staff for
staying the course.

“It was a total team effort in every
sense,” he said. “I really appreciate the
hard work, the sacrifice and the effort
that our coaches gave to this program.

I know that we had a lot of fun put-
ting this class together. They have
shown tremendous resiliency in the
face of some real tough situations and
conditions here at Nebraska. I think
it’s extremely tough to be 5-6 here at
Nebraska and go out and recruit a
nationally top-ranked class. I’m proud
of the fact that we didn’t let external
forces attack our integrity or the pur-
pose of what we were trying to get
accomplished.”

Although he received criticism from
some members of the media for not
talking to reporters after the loss to
Colorado, Callahan put his full atten-
tion on recruiting — and it seems to
have paid off.

Signing day: From rags to riches?

Inside
More on NU’s

national recruit-
ing.

— Page B1

A new
campaign

BUSH TRYING TO SELL HIS PLAN
TO REMAKE SOCIAL SECURITY

DAVID ESPO
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Trying to build pressure on
a wary Congress, President Bush campaigned
Thursday for changes
in Social Security that
would combine
reduced government
benefits for younger
workers with “a
chance to build a
nest egg” through
personal accounts.

“We must make
Social Security per-
manently sound,
not leave that task
for another day,”

BRENT McCOWN/Tribune
Hastings Utilities crews work on power lines near the Landmark Center Wednesday afternoon after a brief power outage left much
of Hastings without electricity.

NATI HARNIK/
AP

Nebraska
head coach
Bill
Callahan
announces
the names
of the 2005
University
o f
Nebraska
football
recruits at
a news
conference
in Lincoln
Wednes-
day.

CHARLES DHARAPAK/AP

President Bush delivers the State of the Union
address Wednesday at the Capitol in
Washington.

BRENT McCOWN/Tribune

Hastings Police Officer Paul Weber directs traffic at Second
Street and Burlington Avenue Wednesday afternoon after a power
outage left much of Hastings without electricity.

LINDA GARCIA
Hastings Tribune

One of two sites being con-
sidered for the Motor Sports
Park Hastings racetrack com-
plex looks to be a go. 

At a Hastings Planning
Commission work session
Wednesday night, George
Anderson of Hastings, the driv-
ing force behind the track,
found out that land near U.S.
Highway 6 and Showboat
Boulevard is zoned industrial,
and that the track would not
need a conditional use permit
because it’s a use that’s similar

in nature to other industrial
uses. 

“This is great news!”
Anderson said at the work ses-
sion. 

Tamara Babcock, develop-
ment services director for
Hastings, said this site was prob-
ably the most favorable of the
options Anderson has present-
ed. Anderson also considered
putting the track and related
business complex at the
Hastings Municipal Airport or at
an area west of Brickyard Park. 

Babcock said she expected
that the land on the southeast

corner of Showboat and
Highway 6 was zoned agricul-
tural, and she was going to rec-
ommend that Anderson start
the process to zone it industrial. 

“But the property is already
zoned industrial, and it’s in a
county industrial park,” she
said. “And for the planning
commission’s benefit, as far as
I’m concerned, in an I-2 zoning,
this track would be similar in
nature, character and intensity
as the other permitted uses.”

The land apparently was
zoned industrial in about 1976,
she said. 

Other parts of Anderson’s
proposal, such as a hotel or a RV
park, likely will require a condi-
tional use permit, Babcock said.
But he can get started on his
proposed rallycross dirt track
soon. 

At the meeting, commission-
ers asked a few questions about
the proposal, especially the RV
park. 

Anderson said the RV park
would be needed because most
of the racers and even fans
bring RVs with trailers and
other equipment, and will need
a place to park.

The narrative presented to
the Development Service Office
includes plans for parking for at
least 300 cars, a stage and music
platform for Winner’s Circle
presentations, a RV park, a small
hotel, a concession area, a fuel
and gas station, bathrooms near
the concession area, a wash area
for autos and RVs, a warehouse,
executive offices and an oil
dump area, where oil can be
saved and recycled. 

Anderson also proposes sever-
al industrial buildings for servic-
es like a machine shop, a detail-
ing shop, car, bike or cart deal-

erships, and potentially a shop
that Central Community
College-Hastings students could
use. 

Dee Haussler, executive direc-
tor of the Hastings Economic
Development Corporation, said
he’s excited about the park. 

“We’ve worked an awful lot
with the landowner, and we’ve
kind of worked on this particu-
lar location as well,” he said.
“It’s really grown, not only in
the people coming to events,
but locally with investors and
interest.”

Bush in Omaha
President Bush will arrive

in Omaha tonight by Air
Force One. He will speak
at 8:30 a.m. Friday at
Omaha’s Qwest Arena on
“A Conversation on
Strengthening Social
Security.” The president
will leave Omaha on Air
Force One following his
speech.   

POWER PLAY

Motor Sports Park racetrack gets its first green light
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Please see TRACK/page A7
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THREE DAY SALE!
FRIDAY, FEB. 4TH THRU

SUNDAY, FEB. 6TH ONLY!

2$5FOR

OUR FAMILY
BRATWURST
16 oz. or Italian Sausage

PEPSI PRODUCTS
12 PACKS
12 oz. Cans   LIMIT 4

4$888

LAY’S
POTATO CHIPS
11.5 to 12.5 oz.

2$3FOR

FOR

199
PRESIDENT’S 
CHOICE CRACKERS
8 oz. Crisp & Thin Wheat or Vegetable
While Supplies Last!

199
PRESIDENT’S 
CHOICE SALSA
24 oz.
While Supplies Last!

MILLER LITE
24 PACK
12 oz. Cans  Regular, MGD or MGD Light

1599

MICHELOB BEER
6 PACK
12 oz. Bottles

499

The Huskers hoped they filled
immediate needs at wide receiv-
er, linebacker, defensive line,
defensive back, quarterback,
offensive line and tight end
with the junior college signees.

Headlining the JC transfers is
New Mexico cornerback
Zackary Bowman, who picked
Nebraska over national champi-
on USC and Oklahoma. With
the departure of Fabian
Washington to the National
Football League, Bowman is
expected to step in and compete
for a starting job at corner.

Joining Bowman on defense
are JC linebackers Dontrell Moore
from Coffeyville Community
College in Kansas and Steve
Octavien from Lely/William
Rainey Harper College in Illinois,
along with corner Bryan Wilson
out of Granada Hills, Calif.

Defensive tackles Barry Cryer
from Dodge City Community
College in Kansas and Ola
Dagunduro of Compton
Community College in
California also are expected to
contribute right away.

Callahan said Bowman also
could play wide receiver on
offense, joining JC recruits quar-
terback Zac Taylor of junior col-
lege national champion Butler
Community College in Kansas,
and Taylor’s teammates, receiv-
er Frantz Hardy and tight end
Justin Tomerlin. Wide receiv-
er/defensive back Tyrell Spain of
San Diego also is expected to
add depth.

Callahan’s staff also signed
junior college All-American
offensive tackle Brock Pasteur of
Mesabi Range Community
College in Minnesota, along with
guard Jordan Picou of Mount San
Antonio Community College in
California.

Callahan said it’s not unusual for
teams in the Big 12 north division
to sign junior college players. Of
the 120-plus junior college players
on conference rosters, more than
70 play on north teams.

While Nebraska recruited
hard in the junior college ranks,
Callahan said fans shouldn’t
expect that every year.

“I like to believe we made all
the right moves to improve our

program,” he said. “I look at
junior college recruiting
twofold. I’m very selective and
very need oriented when it
comes to that. But if a player
out there can upgrade us and fill
a need then I believe it’s worth
it. I believe it’s good to have
those types of players in your
program that can elevate you,
only if they fit your profile.”

This Nebraska class also
includes a group of some of the
most highly touted high school
players in school history.

The stars include Florida
quarterback Harrison Beck;
California running back Marlon
Lucky; Oregon defensive line-
man Ndamukong Suh; defen-
sive end Barry Turner of
Tennessee; offensive lineman
Craig Roark from Oklahoma;
star linebacker Phillip Dillard of
Oklahoma; wide receivers Chris
Brooks of St. Louis, Wallace
Franklin and Brodrick Hunter
from Texas; running backs Leon
Jackson of Washington and
Cody Glenn of Texas; linemen
Zach Potter of Omaha, Jacob
Hickman and Rodney Picou

from California; tight end
David Harvey of Maryland;
defensive backs Robert Rands of
Omaha and Jeff Souder of
Bellevue; kicker Jordan
Congdon of California and line-
backer Nick Covey of Arizona.

While critics say top recruit-
ing classes don’t always equal
success on the field, Callahan
said he expects this year’s group
to help take Nebraska back to
prominence.

“It gives you a better chance
to win,” he said about a highly
rated recruiting class. “It’s docu-
mented that when you are
ranked higher, it gives you a
better chance to win.”

Nebraska found success in
some of the most competitive
recruiting areas of the country
— Florida, California, Texas and
Oklahoma.

Callahan said the storied
Nebraska tradition made it easier
for coaches to sell the program.

“(The coaches) competed
fiercely on players across the
board,” he said. “We feel we’ve
got the best product in college
football, and we just sold it.”

Signing day: From rags to riches?

Highlights of
president’s speech
In his State of the Union address,
President Bush urged Congress
Wednesday night to help him
reform Social Security.

Social Security highlights

Urged Congress
to pass
reforms: no
increase in
payroll taxes; no
changes to system
for those 55 and older; gradual
change
Seeks voluntary personal
retirement accounts: gradual
start; yearly raise in limits up to
four percentage points; account
can’t be emptied, but paid over
time; money is owned by citizen
and can be given to children and
grandchildren

WITHDRAWAL OF
TROOPS IN IRAQ

Will not set an artificial
timeline to leave

FEDERAL JUDGES/GAY MARRIAGE

Supports amendment
to protect marriage; seeks
judges who will not
legislate from the bench

HEALTH CARE

Seeks tax credits to help
 low-income workers
buy insurance; wants to
improve medical
 information technology

AP

But the power line protected by the arrester
was a feeder line to the B Street substation in
Hastings. 

“When the lightning arrester failed, it caused
a major disturbance on that line and knocked
the B Street substation out of service,” Cogley
said. 

The B Street substation serves downtown
Hastings, as far east as Good
Samaritan Village, as far north
as Mary Lanning Memorial
Hospital, west to the Adams
County Fairgrounds and south
along U.S. Highway 6.

“When we have an outage in
a neighborhood, it’s usually a
feeder line that goes bad,”
Cogley said. “This was a feeder
line that goes feeding from one
substation to another.
Whatever was on the B Street
substation when the substation
dropped, went out.”

No other lines from the Don
Henry substation were affected,
however. 

The outage lasted about half
an hour, with power flickering
on and off as the system
attempted to reset the power outage. 

“We were able to isolate the line that was
affected and feed electricity from another direc-
tion, first,” Cogley said. “Then we were able to
determine the arrester had gone bad and we
replaced it with a new one and had the repairs
accomplished by 5 p.m.”

The power outage halted work throughout
town, and police officers were sent out to direct
traffic at major intersections, like Second Street
and Burlington Avenue.

It also caused other inconveniences. 
At the Adams County Courthouse, Janet

Spencer had just retrieved some files from the
basement and was headed back up to the sec-
ond floor when the elevator stopped.

“I panicked,” said Spencer, a records clerk II
for Adams County Court. “I don’t like small
places, and it was just so dark. You couldn’t
even see your hands in front of your face.”

Spencer felt around and found the emergency
alarm button; however, it failed to work because
the power was out, she said. After shouting for
help, the safety director for Adams County
found her and got her out of the elevator. 

When the elevator doors opened, Spencer had
to step up about one foot to get onto the first
floor. From then on, she said, she took the stairs.

“It will be a very, very long time before I ride
in another elevator,” Spencer said, adding that
she wants the elevators to be equipped with
emergency lights and working alarms.

A law enforcement official also was trapped in
the courthouse elevator in a separate incident,
as the power flickered on and off.

Fortunately, only one car accident appeared
to have resulted from the outage. 

Vehicles driven by Dale H. Bohlen of Fairfield
and Mark A. Kisela of Juniata collided at about
2:40 p.m. Wednesday at the intersection of South
Street and Elm Avenue. According to police
reports, the traffic signal was out, and the two
vehicles collided although both drivers reported-
ly at least slowed down for the intersection. 

HU uses a SCADA system, or Supervisory,
Control and Data Acquisition system, to moni-
tor everything from gas and water pressure in
mains to electrical systems. The SCADA system
helps pinpoint the problem areas, but crews
may still have to visually inspect sites to find
the specific problem, Cogley said. 

Cogley said the cause of the lightning arrester
failure was uncertain, but it might have resulted
from moisture corroding insulation inside the
arrester, or from a lightning strike that weak-
ened the ceramic, or a combination of the two. 

Power: Outage covers large area

Anderson said he’s got people
representing the Sports Car
Club of America who are inter-
ested in seeing the site to plan a
motorcross race. 

“They want to have a region-
al event as early as next year,”
he said. 

Rallycross would require a flat
area, like a dirt parking lot, for a
skills race similar to the
Motorsport Mile race at
Bosselman’s near Interstate 80
in 2003, he said. 

In an interview this morning,
Anderson said the rallycross
events are growing in popularity.

“The growth rate in rally-
cross, it’s like a straight-up slope
on a mountain for the next
three years, and we’re going to
be in on the ground floor of
that,” he said. “We could have a
regional points event here and
maybe even a national champi-
onship.”

The run-off races are being
held in Topeka, Kan., starting in
2006, which will only make this
area more competitive, he said. 

Anderson also still plans to
have an asphalt road track for
other kinds of racing, including
a long straight-away for drag
racing. 

Although the track looks like
a go, Babcock said at the meet-
ing she expects there to be some
issues as buildings are planned. 

“There will be numerous
building code issues with some
of the juxtaposition of uses,”
she said. “That will be the chal-
lenge, figuring out how to fit
things in. I think when we see
the site plan, we’ll have a better
idea.”

But the industrial nature of
the site will help keep conflicts
down, even 50 years from now,
she said. And Anderson said he
was excited because the site has
access from a major highway,
turning lanes, a traffic light, and
space.

The corner was once home to
the Showboat gas station and
restaurant, Anderson said. 

“That’s a historic corner. That
land was always on our list,
even in the beginning,” he said. 

Anderson’s next step will be
to meet with Alan Wilson, pres-
ident of Wilson Motorsport
Inc., to begin layout on the site.
Drawings could be completed
in the next couple of months. 

As buildings are planned, he
will continue to work with the
city on necessary conditional
use permits. 

Track: Plan
gets first
green light
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