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Chamber honors city’s ‘builders’

HPS, AC OFFICIALS
RECOGNIZED;
HOHNSTEIN RECEIVES
POSTHUMOUS AWARD

SHAY GRAVES

Hastings Tribune
The  new-found  unity
between Adams Central and
Hastings public schools was
treated to a resounding stand-
ing ovation Tuesday night by
more than 400 people attend-
ing the Hastings Area Chamber
of Commerce annual meeting.
The superintendents and
members of school boards for
both schools were honored
with the Max Award for the
cooperative relationship that
they have built. The award rec-

ognizes people who have made
a significant contribution to the
community or the chamber in
the last year.

In September
2004, the two
school boards
approved an
Interlocal
Cooperation
Act Agreement
that helped to
resolve a
lengthy  feud
over school boundaries, finances
and student enrollment between
the two schools. The agreement
was unanimously approved Sept.
29, 2004, by both school boards
during a joint meeting at Adams
Central.

There were three main points
in the eight-page agreement that

Hohnstein

pleased both sides: In the case of
future annexations by the city of
Hastings, AC will keep its district
boundaries and students who
reside in them. Meanwhile,
Hastings will receive roughly 70
percent of the property tax rev-
enue collected from areas the
city has annexed.

Jackie Maynard, president of
the HPS school board, said that
most people thought such a
cooperative agreement could
not be done. It took 40 years,
but now the two schools finally
have made peace, she said.

“We took away the emotion,
and we thought logically and
sensibly and things came
together,” Maynard said.

She said that most of the cred-
it goes to the two superintend-
ents, Gene Coshy of HPS and

Armed for battle

Mel Crowe of Adams Central.

A second Max Award was pre-
sented by outgoing chamber
board chairman David Brandt to
four members of the chamber’s
board: Randy Chick, Greg Sinner,
Larry Rader and Dean Moors.

Brandt said that the four
“gave a selfless contribution” to
the chamber through their
ongoing work with the new
Chamber Development Center,
301 S. Burlington Ave.

“It is not just four individu-
als,” said Moors about the new
building. “This project took a
lot of people.”

The project, which took more
than three years and the work
of numerous chamber business-
es to complete, had its grand
opening last summer.

Please see CHAMBER/page A7

RICK HOUCHIN/ Tribune

School board members from Hastings and Adams Central work
out a cooperative agreement last September. From left are
Hastings members Darci Karr and Jim Heyen and Adams
Central president Tom Behmer. Officials from the two schools
received the Max Award from the Hastings Area Chamber of
Commerce Tuesday night.

Hastings man
force

BRENT McCOWN/ Tribune
Adams Central’s Adam Drudik (34) shoots over St. Cecilia’s Brennon Kitten (55) and Tyler Wissing (43) during their
C1-9 boys sub-district basketball game Tuesday night. The 56-45 loss ended St. Cecilia’s season. Please see story on
page B1.
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ANDERSON TESTIFIES
BEFORE
TRANSPORTATION
COMMITTEE

LINDA GARCIA
Hastings Tribune

A bill dealing with titling
replica cars would help bring
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in sales tax ————
revenue  to
Nebraska,
according to
George
Anderson  of
Gessford
Machines in
Hastings who L————/
testified  for Anderson
the measure Tuesday.

The Legislatures’
Transportation and
Telecommunications
Committee heard testimony
Tuesday in Lincoln on LB587, a
bill Anderson has proposed that
would create a definition of
replica cars and would allow

car bill

those cars to be titled, registered
and taxed in Nebraska.

The bill was introduced by
Sen. Carroll Burling of Kenesaw,
with Sens. Ray Aguilar of Grand
Island, Tom Baker of Trenton
and Arnie Stuthman of Platte
Center listed as co-sponsors.

Burling introduced a similar
bill last year, but it didn’t make
it past the committee, Anderson
said in a phone interview this
morning. But a resolution call-
ing for an interim hearing on
the subject did pass, bringing
members of the transportation
committee to Hastings to gather
more information on the bill.

Anderson said he’s excited by
the fact that three members of
the transportation committee,
including Baker, the chairman,
are co-sponsors of the bill.

Anderson was the only pro-
ponent of the bill at the hear-
ing. No one spoke in opposi-
tion, and two state representa-
tives offered neutral testimony
about the bill.

Please see CAR/page A7

USD board says no
to school closure policy

DONNA CHRISTENSEN
Hastings Tribune

LAWRENCE — After another
spirited discussion, the board of
a regional unified school district
turned thumbs down Monday
on the latest proposed resolu-
tion setting guidelines for when
a member school should close.

The board of South Central
Nebraska ~ Unified  School
District No. 5 voted 7-3 against
a newly drafted resolution pro-
posed by the superboard’s
finance committee.

What happens next was left
an open question, but the board
president called for more input
from USD patrons.

Monday’s latest draft would
have required at least two of
four key criteria to be met
before the USD would cut off
funding for one of its schools.

In previous proposals, funds
to a school would have been cut
off after one of three criteria
were met.

Please see USD/page A7

NANCY FOSTER
Hastings Tribune
A string of upcoming forums will
give local residents and organiza-
tions the chance to analyze the
community’s needs as part of a

Forums
to analyze

local Community  Grant  Writing
Program.

The program was recently

needs launched by the Hastings

Weather

Community Foundation and was
designed to bring groups together to
increase their chances of obtaining a
grant. Instead of groups applying
separately for a grant, they can col-
laborate and apply together.

John Ferrong, a consultant for the
Hastings Economic Development
Corporation and other community
organizations, first introduced the

State

program to organizations in a round
of seminars about one month ago.
An unexpected 55 organizations
attended the seminars and identi-
fied areas of need in the communi-
ty, such as crisis intervention and
job creation.

Now, Ferrone is giving the organ-
izations and the general public a
chance to assess those needs.

“The next step is to get people
back together and focus on those
needs and spend our time talking
about what do we really need and
how are we going to go about tack-
ling these needs,” Ferrone said.
“That’s what these next series of
meetings are about.”

Partly MANURE FIRE QUITS
- cloudy

this MILFORD — It took nearly four

25 evening. months, but to the relief of neigh-
R Mostly bors miles around, a burning

Hi: sunny 1] manure pile has been extinguished.

Thurs- ' David Dickinson, owner and
45 qgay. “Art by Abbie Sanders, 7, | manager of Midwest Feeding Co.,

Minden East Elementary

said Wednesday that several weeks
of pulling the 2,000-ton pile apart
proved effective by late last week.
“We got far enough through it,
that it quit,” Dickinson said.
Dickinson'’s feedlot takes in as
many as 12,000 cows at a time
from farmers and ranchers and fat-

tens them for market.

Byproducts from the massive opera-
tion resulted in a dung pile measuring
100 feet long, 30 feet high and 50 feet
wide. Heat from the decomposing
manure deep inside the pile is believed
to have eventually ignited the manure.

The Associated Press

Ferrone
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