
School
merger bill
advances

SCOTT BAUER
The Associated Press

LINCOLN — Both sides of a school merger bill
agreed Tuesday to work on a compromise that
would still result in a reorganization of districts in
the state but would leave more avenues for ele-
mentary-only buildings to remain open.

Speaker of the Legislature Kermit Brashear out-
lined the terms of the agreement, the details of
which were to be worked out before the bill was
debated again.

Following announcement of the agreement, the
bill cleared the first of three legislative votes 33-8.

The breakthrough came in the fourth day of
debate on the bill, which proposed to force ele-
mentary-only, or Class I schools, to merge with
larger K-12 districts.

The proposed compromise detailed by Brashear
would still make that happen, but more excep-
tions would be allowed for currently-operating
schools to remain open instead of being shut
down by the K-12 school board.

The new plan would also delay implementa-
tion until current members of Class I school
boards are able to be elected to the larger K-12
board.
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Inside
BIG MAC RISING

OGALLALA — After dropping to
its lowest level in history last summer,
Lake McConaughy is on the rise.

Water officials said precipitation
to the west and a decision to with-
hold water for irrigation have
allowed the reservoir to rise from

the record low of 3,197 feet above
sea level in mid-September.

Still, the elevation of 3,217 is 3
feet lower than a year ago at this
time, said Jerry Steinke of the
Central Nebraska Public Power and
Irrigation District.

Last year, the Central Nebraska

Public Power and Irrigation District
Board voted to give irrigators 6.7 inch-
es this summer, down from 18 inches.

Steinke said more flows into the
South Platte River this year will help
fill water in other area lakes, giving
irrigators another option for water.

The Associated Press

State

Art by Thomas Lurz, 7,
Lincoln School

A 20
percent
chance
of rain
and
snow this
evening.
Colder.

BRENT McCOWN/Tribune

King Kandy (Tom Kreager) hands out candy at the Candy Castle
and tells everyone to make sure to eat candy every day
Saturday at the life-size Candy Land game at Hastings College’s
Kiewit Gymnasium.

RICK HOUCHIN/Tribune

Canada geese (foreground) take off while snow and dark-fronted geese lounge on the ice at Lake Hastings Monday afternoon.

DEVELOPER CLOSE

TO SEALING DEAL

ON PROPERTY ON U.S. 6

LINDA GARCIA
Hastings Tribune

The future site of Motor Sports Park
Hastings is almost a done deal. 

Track developer George Anderson of
Hastings said he signed papers for the
purchase Monday, and expects to close
the deal on the property at Showboat
Boulevard and U.S. Highway 6 by April 1. 

Construction on the main track, a
two-mile road course, and associated
buildings could begin this summer,

and Anderson hopes to have a dirt-
track rallycross event by May 1. 

“Now is the difficult part of building
the track,” he said in a
phone interview this
morning. “We’re like-
ly to want to start
building buildings
out there this sum-
mer. An awful lot of
the things are going
to start.”

Anderson is pur-
chasing about 150 acres of land, about
a quarter section, on the southeast cor-
ner of the intersection for the track.
The property on the east side of
Hastings extends east to the Union

Pacific railroad tracks and south to a
small road that marks the half-section. 

The track originally had been
planned to wind around the Hastings
Municipal Airport in the northwest
part of the city, but opposition from
neighbors and a lack of space led
Anderson to seek a different location at
the end of December. 

Without the help of people like Dee
Haussler of the Hastings Economic
Development Corporation and repre-
sentatives from sanctioning bodies like
the Sports Car Club of America, the
track wouldn’t be much more than a
dream, Anderson said. 

“There is so much that had to get
done, an awful lot of i’s to be dotted

and t’s to be crossed, and I’m used to
just going out to Fisher Fountain and
putting things up,” he said. 

HEDC helped guide Anderson
through the process so far and helped
bring in Alan Wilson of Wilson
Motorsports Inc. to do the original
drawings. Anderson said Haussler like-
ly will help a great deal as he works
through the process of getting building
permits, environmental checks and
other details. 

And the sanctioning bodies like the
SCCA and the National Hot Rod
Association have offered enthusiasm
and encouragement, he said. 

“There are so many people from the
SCCA group in Nebraska who have

worked so hard in the background to
make this happen,” he said. “We’ve got
the best of the best helping.”

In the next few weeks, Anderson will
meet with representatives from the
Nebraska Department of Roads and the
city to figure out where entrances and
exits can be placed. He also wants to
bring Wilson back to do drawings of
the new site. 

“We don’t anticipate any hurdles
that can’t be dealt with,” he said.
“Now, we’ll be working with the city. I
have a lot to learn about building per-
mits. As we learn more and more about
what’s going on, we’ll tell people about
what we’re going to do.”

New sports park site on fast track

Anderson

AC board
hires former
Harvard coach

JOHN HUTHMACHER
Hastings Tribune

Adams Central High School ended its search for
a science teacher and girls varsity basketball coach
Monday night as the school board voted unani-
mously to approve a former coach at Harvard.

Tim Marker, a 10-year educator, has taught in
Harvard, Broken Bow and Grand Island. The former
head boys basketball coach at Harvard, he is present-
ly coaching the girls freshman team at Grand Island.
He will assume his positions in August.

EVENT EXCEEDS
HC OFFICIAL’S
EXPECTATIONS

SHAY GRAVES
Hastings Tribune

Truly a success. 
That is what students, staff,

alumni and members of the
community have been saying
about the life-size version of the
game Candy Land at Hastings
College this weekend.

More than 2,000 area residents
toured a life-size version of the
children’s gam, which was creat-
ed by nearly 100 HC students. 

“I can certainly say it exceed-
ed my expectations on
Saturday,” said Phil Dudley, HC
president. 

When he was initially
approached about the idea by
coordinators Amy Schmidt, a stu-
dent from Omaha, and Alex
Bertland, an assistant professor at
the college, Dudley thought that

it sounded like an exciting idea.
Dudley never expected that

more than 2,000 people would
turn out for the event. 

He even took part in the
game and helped out where he
could on Saturday. He had to
leave several times to go get
more candy. 

Many parents stopped
Dudley throughout the day to
express what a wonderful time
they had in Candy Land. 

Even so, Dudley did apologize

to many parents who had to
wait in line for at least 45 min-
utes because of the huge
turnout. The parents didn’t
appear to mind the wait, he said.  

Dudley said he has received
numerous other positive
responses about the event.  

Schmidt said that all of the
comments she received were
positive. One excited parent
even asked Schmidt and
Bertland for their autographs. 

Giant Candy Land sweet success

JOHN HUTHMACHER
Hastings Tribune

J
UNIATA — The distinct
and piercing cry of the
sandhill crane signals the
beginning of bird-watch-
ing season in south cen-
tral Nebraska. 

Although the official crane

migration season does not
begin until
March 5, Heidi
Hughes, execu-
tive director at
the Platte River
Valley Bird
Observatory at
Crane

Meadows north of Juniata, said
the large, gray birds — charac-
terized by their long legs and
necks, whitish chins, cheeks
and upper throats — have
already made their presence
known.

“We have seen our first
cranes,” Hughes said. “They

were on the main channel near
south Alda Road ... in our back-
yard. We’ve gotten a couple calls
from people who’ve seen as
many as 60 at a time, so they’re
definitely getting ready to
move.”
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