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Inside
STOPPING SHOPLIFTERS

SPRINGFIELD, Ohio — Two
women suspected of shoplifting at
a Kmart outlet almost got away
with it — until they tangled with
Michael Cornwell.

Cornwell clung to their car’s wind-
shield wipers for about a mile — at

speeds he estimated at 70 to 80 mph —
before the driver pulled into a mobile
home park and the women fled.

The suspects were later arrested
on charges of aggravated robbery,
felonious assault and theft.
Perfume, cologne and other items
were found in the car, police said.

“I don’t believe in shoplifting,”
Cornwell said.

Cornwell, his fiancee and his
mother were headed into a Kmart
about 10:30 p.m. Friday when two
women ran from the store chased
by employees.
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KEARNEY — A Kearney police officer fatally
shot a 29-year-old man in the emergency room
of Good Samaritan Hospital early Sunday.

The name of the deceased and the officer who
shot him were not immediately released.

The man was armed with a knife, acted in a
threatening manner and refused to comply with
multiple verbal commands of police officers before
the shooting at 3:28 a.m., according to a news
release from the Buffalo County Attorney’s Office.

No other injuries were reported.
Additional details — including why the

shooting victim was in the emergency room —
were not released.

Good Samaritan CEO John Allen and a
Kearney police dispatcher referred questions to
county attorney Shawn Eatherton. Eatherton
could not be reached for comment.

An autopsy has been ordered and will be con-
ducted in Lincoln on Tuesday.

State law requires that the Buffalo County
District Court convene a grand jury and appoint
a special prosecutor to review the facts of the case.

The shooting is being investigated by the
State Patrol, the Adams, Buffalo and Dawson
County sheriff’s offices and the Kearney, Grand
Island and Hastings police departments.

The Associated Press

Microbiologists at the Roman L. Hruska U.S.
Meat Animal Research Center near Clay Center
are raiding the spice cabinet to find ways to dif-
fuse feedlot odors.

Oregano and thyme are part
of the recipe Vince Varel,
Elaine Berry and Jim Wells are
using to try to defeat feedlots
odors rank enough to wrinkle
the stoutest of Nebraska noses.

“These spices have been on
kitchen cabinet shelves for
ever and ever,” Varel said, “and
they have been shown to be
effective as anti-microbial chemicals. It just
depends on the dose.”

MARC director Mohammed Koohmaraie likes
what he sees so far in a laboratory.

“It’s a big issue,” Koohmaraie said.
“Concentrated agriculture has increased, so the
issues need to be addressed.”

BRENT McCOWN/Tribune

K-Mart service desk employee Janice Baker (right) helps Lynda Miller exchange an item this morning. Typically the day after Christmas
is busy with returns but Miller was only the second exchange after an hour and a half.

Hastings Tribune

The following is the second in a series of sto-
ries running down some of the biggest news in
Tribland over the past year. 

MARCH
◆ Hastings Senior High School boys varsity bas-

ketball coach Mark Etzelmiller resigned. He ended
his career there at 53-68. 

◆ Adams County prosecutors dropped their case
against Hastings resident Ernesto Rodriquez, who
was accused of driving drunk when he slammed

into a home on Halloween. Prosecutors said the
preliminary breath test had been administered too
quickly, making it inadmissable as evidence.

◆ The state announced that the 14-bed sex
offender unit at Hastings Regional Center would
close because too many of the beds went empty.

SHAY GRAVES
Hastings Tribune

G
ift bags, bows and all the after-
Christmas sales were on the
shopping list for Judy and
Kimberlee Koehler this morning.
While the day after Thanksgiving

is the busiest shopping day of the year, Dec.
26 is traditionally known as the busiest day
for returning and exchanging unwanted gifts. 

But for many shoppers in Hastings, the
day after Christmas was the best day to go
out and find all of the big discounts on holi-
day decorations and other items. 

The Koehlers, from Omaha, spend each
Christmas with family in Hastings. On Dec.
26, the mother and daughter get up before
anyone else in the house and spend the
morning shopping for next year’s holiday
decorations and package wrappings. 

“It’s a lot mellower here than in Omaha,”
Judy said. “There’s no traffic.”

At Kmart, their second stop of the day,
Judy and daughter Kimberlee were looking
for Christmas decorations for half price. 

“Hopefully, we’ll be successful in here,”
Judy said. 

Unfortunately, they didn’t find the holiday

steals they had been hoping for. Next, they
moved on to Wal-Mart Supercenter, a new
addition to this year’s after-Christmas shop-
ping extravaganza. The Supercenter opened
in March.

The pair filled their carts with nearly a
dozen rolls of wrapping paper and several
packages of colorful bows. 

“I’m in seventh heaven right now,” Judy
said with a smile. 

The Koehlers weren’t the only ones spend-
ing the morning looking for the bargains as
stores across Hastings filled with people
hunting for the big sales. While numerous
shoppers were looking for bargains, fewer
were returning and exchanging items than
last year, store officials said.

In fact, both Kmart and Wal-Mart saw few
returns this morning, even though they were
prepared for the rush if it ever came. 

Janice Baker, a service desk employee at
Kmart, had only handled three exchanges by
9 a.m., two hours after the store opened. 

All three were exchanges for different sizes
on clothing that had been purchased for the
holidays, Baker said. 

She said the fact that Dec. 26 fell on a
Monday might have played a role in the low

number of exchanges. They were greater last
year when Dec. 26 fell on Sunday — still part
of the holiday weekend.

Though she only had a few exchanges
early this morning, Baker was prepared for
more with a roped-off area for a waiting line
and a sign right inside the store’s front door
indicating where shoppers could go to make
exchanges. 

“It’s going to happen all at once, I have a
feeling,” she said of the rush. 

Kmart front area manager Karen Ransom
was hopeful they might not have the after-
Christmas rush of returns and exchanges. 

“Maybe everybody got what they wanted
this year,” she said. 

Even if there is a rush of returns in the
coming days, Ransom said people have been
very good about getting gift receipts in case
anything does need to be returned. Cashiers
frequently asked customers whether they
needed gift receipts during the holiday shop-
ping season just in case, Ransom said. 

Employees at Wal-Mart’s customer service
counter also didn’t see a rush in business this
morning, seeing only a few exchanges and
returns.

Koohmarie
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RICK HOUCHIN/Tribune

George Anderson stands in the field at the east
edge of Hastings that he is converting into a
race track.

It’s the day after Christmas…

Time for more shopping
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“Normally, it’s a lot worse
than this,” said Jodi Kistner,
the store’s accounting man-
ager. 

She attributed it to the
fact that Wal-Mart saw a
flood of returns and
exchanges throughout the
month, as many people

were celebrating Christmas
before Sunday. 

She also said increased sales
in gift cards contributed to
the low number of exchanges
and returns, because they
allow people to purchase
exactly what they want rather
than receiving an undesirable
gift that might need to be
returned. 

The idea occurred to Varel
several years ago as he thumbed
through a scientific magazine.

The article that caught his eye
told of unsuccessful efforts to
reduce methane production by
putting thymol from thyme
plants directly into a cow’s
rumen, the largest of its several
stomachs.

Unfortunately, Varel said,
that approach broke down

volatile fatty acids that cattle
use as an energy source.

That’s when he started think-
ing about introducing ingredi-
ents from natural spices into the
odor-control equation at the
cow-pie stage.

He reasoned that reducing
volatile fatty acids collecting in
feedlot waste could cut down
on how much they vaporized
and rose into the air.

Research partner Berry

explained the Clay Center trio is
part of a larger group of
researchers “that tries to address
manure management problems
comprehensively.”

Along the way, the Clay
Center team has started work-
ing with Lyondell/Millennium
Chemicals of Jacksonville, Fla.,
and AGROTAIN International
of St. Louis on the project.

The idea taking shape with
the help of thyme, oregano and

other components is not only
to reduce odor, Berry said, but
also to increase the nutrient
value of manure and to attack
such deadly pathogens as E. coli
O157:H7 that can turn up in
beef.

“These plant oils, including
this thymol, are natural prod-
ucts,” Varel said, “so it puts the
emphasis on green technology.”
He called it “very attractive
from that standpoint.”

◆ Emeterio Guajardo, an
accomplice in the October 2004
crime spree that injured two
children in rural Phelps County,
pleaded guilty to five felony
counts as part of a plea agree-
ment in Phelps County Court.
Among the charges, he pleaded
guilty to discharging a firearm
into an occupied vehicle for
shooting a gun at a police vehi-
cle while being chased by
authorities.

◆ Hastings Family YMCA
named Jeff DeWispelare of
Denton, Texas, as the chief
executive officer following the
YMCA’s purchase of Champions
Sports and Recreation Complex
in February.

◆ Adams Central Principal
Jim Loch decided to retire early
and submitted his resignation,
effective at the end of the 2004-
05 school year. He started his
career at AC in 1968.

◆ The Hastings Public
Schools Board of Education
voted to implement 11 all-day
kindergarten classes beginning
in the fall. Eight members voted
in favor of the classes, while
board member Nicki Ockinga
abstained.

◆ Everett Goebel was selected
to fill the open First Ward seat
on the Hastings City Council.
The seat was vacated when
councilman Mike Glassmyer
resigned after being charged
with driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol in February.

◆ The new 206,446-square-
foot Wal-Mart Supercenter
opened at 3803 Osborne
Drive West, drawing more
than 200 people to the open-
ing ceremony.

◆ Scott Claycamp of Edgar
was found guilty of first-degree
assault and use of a deadly
weapon to commit a felony for
severely injuring a man’s face
with an ax handle.

◆ Six cases of whooping
cough were confirmed in
Adams County, bringing the
total number of cases statewide
to 80.

◆ It was announced that
Kenesaw Community Health

Services would close at the end
of April due to continuous
financial struggles.

APRIL
◆ An early morning house

fire near Doniphan killed 29-
year-old Andrea Douglas, a sin-
gle mother of two children who
worked as a hairstylist in
Hastings.

◆ Craig Wilkins, a 37-year-old
Geneva man, and Jase Wilkins,
one of his 4-year-old twin sons,
were killed after their vehicle
was struck head-on by antoher
motorist driving the wrong way
on the Kansas Turnpike near
Haysville, Kan.

◆ Omaha-based company
Advanced BioEnergy
announced plans to construct a
$135-million ethanol plant near
Fairmont, creating 45-50 jobs.

◆ Terry Hunter, longtime
director of the Hastings
Museum of Natural and
Cultural History, retired
and Hastings native
Rebecca Matticks took over
the position.

◆ Wendy Valencia, 16, of Elm
Creek made her first appearance
in Nuckolls County Court on
charges for a crime spree that
spanned several Nebraska coun-
ties in October 2004. She and an
accomplice had allegedly shot
at a Nebraska State Patrol cruis-
er, ransacked a home in
Nuckolls County, shot at police
cruisers in Clay and Phelps
counties and shot at a random
vehicle in Phelps County, injur-
ing two children.

◆ The Adams Central School
Board named Dave Barrett as
secondary principal, replacing
longtime principal Jim Loch
who retired after more than 30
years at the school.

◆ Mary Lanning Memorial
Hospital officials stated they
were among the thousands of
laboratories nationwide that
received a deadly flu virus,
which was was inadvertently
sent out to hospitals in a testing
kit.

◆ U.S. Bureau of
Immigrations and Customs
Enforcement officials

announced the Hastings
Correctional Center building
would close as a detainee center
for illegal immigrants due to a
declining number of detainees.
HCC had served as a detainee
since 2002, when it closed as a
minimum-security prison.  

◆ A traffic study conducted
by Olsson Associates of Lincoln
showed that two-way streets
would work in downtown
Hastings. However, the Hastings
City Council wanted more
information about the cost
before deciding whether to con-
vert downtown streets from
one-way to two-way.

◆ Nebraska Secretary of State
John Gale called for a special

election in June to replace the
two Franklin councilmen who
had retired after the mayor,
Roger Dorn, resigned earlier in
April.

◆ Hastings developer George
Anderson released preliminary
plans of what his Motorsport
Park at U.S. Highway 6 and
Showboat Boulevard would
look like. It outlined a 14-corner
asphalt road race track stretch-
ing 2.23 miles long. 

◆ Proponents and oppo-
nents of a proposed hog con-
finement attended a public
hearing in Hebron, sparking
heated debate. Thayer County
Commissioners conducted the
hearing to receive feedback on
a proposed special permit
application submitteed by
Wilke Farms of Leigh to build a
2,500-head hog confinment
southwest of Gilead.

◆ The Environmental

Protection Agency added the
Garvey Elevator to its National
Priorities List of Superfund sites. 

◆ Hastings Utilities and
Kinder Morgan Inc. reached
an agreement about serving
natural gas customers in
newly annexed areas. HU
would pay Kinder Morgan
more than $450,000 for the
transfer of customers and
other purchases.
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Wal-Mart, new YMCA
CEO among top local
news in March, April

Continued from page A1

Above: Jeff DeWispelare
was named the new chief
executive officer for the
Hastings YMCA in April.
Right: Cars fill the parking
lot of the new Super Wal-
Mart March 23 for the
grand opening. 

Day after: Shoppers
search for sales today
Continued from page A1

Smell: Thyme, oregano key in recipe
Continued from page A1


