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Inside
MEATY FRIDAY

LINCOLN — The Lincoln bishop
says Catholics can eat corned beef
and cabbage on St. Patrick’s Day this
year, even though it falls on an oth-
erwise meatless Friday during Lent.

Lincoln Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz

issued a dispensation to allow
Catholics to eat meat on March 17,
provided they say five decades of
the rosary.

Corned beef and cabbage is a tra-
ditional Irish meal for St. Patrick’s
day, and the bishop’s decision
makes it easier to honor the day,

said Father Liam Barr, who grew up
in Ballina, Ireland, and is now pas-
tor of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church.

Archbishop Elden Curtiss of the
Omaha Archdiocese granted a simi-
lar dispensation, but Grand Island
Bishop William Dendinger did not.

The Associated Press

State

Art by Kaylee Wood, 9,
Alcott School

Becomi
ng most-
ly cloudy
tonight.
Partly
cloudy
Saturday.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 100 YEARS

BJ FICTUM/
Tribune

Adams
Central
seniors
Kelsey
Henkel
(left) and
Molly
Conner
hold up
funny pho-
tos of sen-
ior boys
basketball
players
Adam
Drudik (top
left) and
Mackenzie
Hemje
(right) as
they cheer
on the
Patriots
Thursday in
Lincoln.

Seniors
struggle
to deal
with loss

LINDA GARCIA
lgarcia@hastingstribune.com

LINCOLN — Some things
make your senior year of high
school unfor-
gettable. 

And some
events bring
home the bit-
tersweet finali-
ty, that this is
the last time
we’ll do this. 

http://www.hastingstribune.com

SPEAKERS POINT TO TRADE,
BUDGET PRESSURES DRIVING

PUSH FOR CHANGE

ANDY RAUN
araun@hastingstribune.com

KEARNEY — Big changes lie ahead in
the U.S. farm policy arena, and the agricul-
tural industry would be wise to help guide
those changes rather than try to stave them
off, a policy expert said here Thursday.

World trade dynamics, huge federal budget
deficits and the specter of a fiscal crisis related
to entitlement spending within the next 10
years make significant farm program changes
a virtual certainty, said Jim Wiesemeyer, vice
president in the Washington Bureau of
Informa Economics Inc., a food and agricul-

tural research and consulting firm.
“Do you want to have substantial reform of

the farm bill in that environment, or do you
want to do it now?” Wiesemeyer asked, refer-
ring to the looming fiscal crisis he foresees. 

“Do it now.”
Wiesemeyer was one of sev-

eral featured presenters at the
18th annual Governor’s Ag
Conference. About 300 people
turned out for the event, coor-
dinated by the Nebraska
Department of Agriculture, at
the Kearney Holiday Inn.

Wiesemeyer’s talk framed prospects for the
next federal farm bill in the context of politics,
and especially of the Doha Development Round
of negotiations for the World Trade Organization.

Bush
troubled
by port
deal

LIZ SIDOTI
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President
Bush said today he was troubled
by the political storm that
forced the reversal of a deal
allowing a company in Dubai to
take over take over operations
of six American ports, saying it
sent a bad message to U.S. allies
in the Middle East.

Bush said the United States needs
moderate allies in the Arab world,
like the United Arab Emirates, to
win the global war on terrorism.

The president said he had been
satisfied that security would be
sound at the ports if the Dubai
deal had taken effect.
“Nevertheless, Congress was still
very much opposed to it,” Bush
said. He made his remarks to a
conference of the National
Newspaper Association, which
represents owners, publishers and
editors of community newspapers.

“I’m concerned about a broad-
er message this issue could send
to our friends and allies around
the world, particularly in the
Middle East,” the president said.
“In order to win the war on ter-
ror we have got to strengthen
our friendships and relationships
with moderate Arab countries in
the Middle East.”

“UAE is a committed ally in the
war on terror,” Bush added. “They
are a key partner for our military in
a critical region, and outside of our
own country, Dubai services more
of our military, military ships, than
any country in the world.

“They’re sharing intelligence so
we can hunt down the terrorists,”
Bush added. “They helped us
shut down a world wide prolifer-
ation network run by A.Q. Khan”
— the Pakistani scientist who sold
nuclear technology to Iran, North
Korea and Libya, he said.

“UAE is a valued and strategic
partner,” he said. “I’m commit-
ted to strengthening our rela-
tionship with the UAE.”

After a storm of protest in the
Republican-controlled Congress,
DP World announced Thursday
that it would transfer six U.S.
port operations to a U.S. entity.
The move spared Bush from a
veto showdown with GOP law-
makers. Yet the larger issue high-
lighted by the DP world contro-
versy — U.S. port security —
shows no signs of going away.
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George Anderson celebrates after Gov. Dave Heineman (left) signed LB 818 which will allow tires to be used as safety barriers Thursday during the
groundbreaking for the Motorsport Park. At right is Lt. Gov. Rick Sheehy.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Lt. Gov. Rick Sheehy sits on a motorcy-
cle wearing a baseball cap given to him
by Motorsport Park owner George
Anderson at the park’s groundbreaking.

OFFICIALS, SPECTATORS
GATHER TO MARK
GROUNDBREAKING

OF RACE TRACK

SHAY BURK
sburk@hastingstribune.com

A
fter tireless hours of
work, the dream of one
Hastings man became a
reality Thursday.
More than 100 people

came together in a field east of
Hastings to celebrate the ground-
breaking of Motorsport Park
Hastings. 

MPH, which began as a dream
by local businessman George

Anderson more than two years ago,
is now taking shape.

“I just don’t have the words to
describe it,” Anderson said this
morning.

In a matter of
months, a law that
started as an obsta-
cle in his path —
one that prohibit-
ed the use of tires
as barriers —
prompted a legisla-
tive bill and ulti-

mately a new law. 
Gov. Dave Heineman was on

hand Thursday to ceremonially
sign LB818, a bill allowing
Anderson to use tires as safety bar-

riers and buffers at his 2.3-mile
track. Previous law did not permit
that many tires in the same loca-
tion for the use of a race track. 

Heineman officially approved the
bill and signed it into law Tuesday.

“George has really taken an idea
about an underserved and flourish-
ing market in motorsports, and
he’s making it happen,” Heineman
told the crowd Thursday. 

THE ROAD TO MPH
State Sen. Carroll Burling of

Kenesaw introduced LB818 at the
request of Anderson, who needed
20,000-30,000 tire barriers to make
his track a reality. 

Inside
More boys

state tourna-
ment coverage.

— Page C1

Please see AC/page B1

Expert: Ag industry must
help guide farm policy reform

Inside
Governor

gives grant to
help company
expand.

— Page B3

Please see REFORM/page B1

‘Field of dreams’
really taking shape

Please see DREAM/page B3



Seniors at Adams Central High
School experienced the good and bad
sides of their senior year Thursday
when the Patriots played the Norfolk
Catholic Knights in the state high
school boys basketball tournament in
Lincoln. 

Filled with excitement when the
game started, they were devastated
when their team’s efforts resulted in a
13-point loss, 73-60. 

“I’m really disappointed that it’s the
last chance they get to play,” said sen-
ior Kelsey Henkel, 17, as she watched
the final seconds from the front row of
the student section. 

The end of the season was especially
bittersweet for senior Jordan Ruger. 

Sidelined since the second game of
the season with torn ligaments in his
knee, Jordan could only offer encour-
agement from the bench as his team-
mates struggled in the game. 

“It was pretty hard” to just watch, he
said after the game. “I just wish there
was something I could have done.”

Coach Jim LaMaster agreed that having
Ruger in the game would have added to
the team’s efforts. 

“He’d have been another wild card
to throw in,” he said. 

Ruger grew up in the Hastings area,
attending Hawthorne Elementary
School with a number of classmates
who played on the AC basketball team
this year. He also attended the now-
closed District 29 Elementary School

north of Juniata.
His parents, Robert Ruger and Renae

Keenan, divorced and each later remar-
ried. 

Robert Ruger serves in the U.S. Army,

and about seven years ago was sta-
tioned in Germany. Jordan and his
older brother, Tyler, decided to live in
Germany with him and their step-
mother, Kathryn. 

So he spent most of his high school
career in a foreign country, Keenan
said. 

“They would come back for summer
visits and play ball,” she said.

In summer 2005, Robert Ruger was
stationed back in Fort Riley, Kan. 

“Jordan had the choice of going to
Manhattan High School (in Kansas) or
coming back to Adams Central,”
Keenan said. 

He chose to return to Juniata, where
Keenan lives with her husband, Bill
Keenan, and their daughter, Emily, an
eighth-grader at Adams Central. 

Spending his senior year here has
been nice, he said. 

“It’s a new school and new friends
and everything, but I’m glad I came
back,” Ruger said. “There are a lot of
opportunities here that you don’t real-
ly have over there, college-wise, like
people seeing you play. I’m definitely
glad I came back.”

Ruger prefers football to basketball,
but said he was just starting to get real-
ly excited about the game when he was
injured. 

“I was getting a pass over the top,”
he said. “I came down wrong and
ripped my knee all up. It wasn’t pret-
ty.”

The injury ended his basketball sea-
son, just when he was starting to turn
some heads, LaMaster said. 

“It was a real shame. He was raising
some eyebrows already,” the coach

said. “He was averaging eight points
and eight rebounds per game. When
he got injured, he already had four
points and four rebounds.”

Still, Jordan stayed involved with the
team, continuing to attend practice
even though it would have been
understandable if he had chosen to
not. 

“Jordan’s just such a lively guy,”
LaMaster said. “He’s been such a good
addition to the team. He really enjoys
his buddies, and we enjoy him.”

The tight-knit group of seniors on
the team took the loss hard, Ruger said
after the game. 

“The seniors are pretty tore up about
it,” he said. “We came into this game
feeling like we could win. To go out
with a loss, it’s hard.”

Other seniors watching on the side-
lines felt the same way. 

Kelsey Henkel stood with a group of
senior girls who wore matching T-shirts
and held up pictures of senior basket-
ball players. Ashley Rethorst, 18, and
Molly Conner, 18, agreed with Henkel
that it was a tough loss. 

“It was an awesome opportunity
that they could make it this far,”
Rethorst said. 

“It was a lot of fun,” added Conner.
“It’s kinda sad because it’s the last year
we get to see them play.”

“We really love our guys and wish
they could have made it farther,”
Henkel said. 

The current farm bill was
passed in 2002 and is due for
reauthorization in 2007. In
preparation for formulating a
new bill, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture has conducted lis-
tening sessions nationwide.

The Agriculture Committee
of the House of Representatives
also has begun to conduct field
hearings on the subject.

Meanwhile, negotiators with
the Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative have been
engrossed in discussions with
other member nations in the
World Trade Organization, trying
to secure greater market access
for U.S. ag products and the elim-
ination of export subsidies.

To help secure those objec-
tives, and also to reduce the fed-
eral budget deficit, the Bush
administration has proposed
large cuts in spending on subsi-
dies in the so-called “amber box,”
which are considered to manipu-
late markets and distort trade.

The proposal is ambitious,
but it actually has led negotia-
tors from the European Union
to agree to a total elimination of
its large export subsidies by
2013, said another speaker
Thursday, Darci Vetter, director
for sanitary and photosanitary
affairs in the Trade
Representative’s Office of
Agricultural Affairs.

“We were really under the
gun,” said Vetter, who grew up
in Aurora, in describing how the
United States had been expected
to propose a significant reform
in its subsidy program for farm-

ers. “It was our turn.”

REFORM ‘EASY

CONCLUSION’
In general, direct revenue

support payments to farmers,
land set-aside payments (a fea-
ture of past farm bills), and con-
servation incentive payments
do not fit into the amber box.
On the other hand, the current
marketing loan program and its
related loan deficiency pay-
ments are amber-box, as they
tend to manipulate when U.S.
farmers sell their crops and for
how much.

Countercyclical revenue sup-
port payments are considered
trade-distorting, but less so than
the marketing loan program.

All this means the federal
government needs to make big
changes in Title 1, or the com-
modity title, in the next farm
bill, Wiesemeyer said.

“Reform is coming,” he said.
“That's an easy conclusion.”

Some commentators have
predicted the next farm bill will
place greater emphasis on
“green payments” — money
given to producers to reward or
incent soil and water conserva-
tion measures.

The Conservation Security
Program, a pilot program
authorized under the 2002
Farm Bill alongside robust com-
modity programs, provides a
taste of what a future “green
farm bill” might be like.

Wiesemeyer said the Bush
administration would be look-
ing to de-emphasize amber-box
programs as part of the array of

government assistance available
to ag producers under the next
farm bill.

Furthermore, he said, the
White House and USDA, which
is led by Ag Secretary and for-
mer Nebraska Gov. Mike
Johanns, intend to be players,
not spectators, in development
of the law — at least unless
Republicans take a beating in
this year’s mid-term elections.

“This is one of the most
aggressive White Houses when it
comes to farm bill development
that I’ve seen in my 30 years in
Washington,” Wiesemeyer said.

The big question, he said, is
whether Congress should work
with existing programs and
reduce spending on those that
distort trade, or else redesign the
safety net entirely.

He explained turnover in
congressional leadership posts
that places Sen. Saxby
Chambliss, R-Ga., and Rep. Bob
Goodlatte, R-Va., in the center
of the debate.

Chambliss is chairman of the
Senate Ag Committee, while
Goodlatte heads the House ag
panel. Wiesemeyer predicted
that Chambliss would play the
pivotal role in formulating the
upcoming bill, then promoting
its passage on Capitol Hill.

“He’s the Larry Combest of this
bill,” Wiesemeyer said, referring
to the former Texas congressman
who as chairman of the House
Ag Committee had great influ-
ence over the 2002 Farm Bill.

Because Chambliss is from
Georgia, Wiesemeyer said, he is
aligned with cotton producers

and will look out for their inter-
ests as the new bill is developed.

“If cotton doesn’t like it,
you’re probably not going to get
it,” he said.

On the other hand, he said,
Chambliss is a pragmatic man
who knows how to make deals
when they serve the interests of
his constituents — meaning he
knows he will have to get along
with Corn Belt lawmakers.

EXTENSION PROSPECTS
Vetter’s presentation

Thursday included a timetable
for the Doha Round negotia-
tions, which include key dead-
lines in April and July.

“By the end of 2006 or early
2007, we need to have a pack-
age ready that we can take to
Congress,” she said.

Meanwhile, presidential
Trade Promotion Authority,
often called fast-track authority,
which allows the president to
submit an international trade
agreement for up-or-down con-
gressional approval, expires in
July 2007.

While some Washington
watchers are predicting the cur-
rent farm bill will be extended
one or two years to allow more
time for new law’s development
and some groups even favor an
extension, the idea doesn’t sit
well with everyone,
Wiesemeyer said.

“Secretary Johanns and
Republican leaders are clearly
opposed to any extension,” he
said. “They want to make the
decisions and get it going.”

At this point, Wiesemeyer

said, he is giving low odds of an
extension unless Democrats
gain a majority in the House or
Senate in this year’s elections, or
unless Congress has to stop and
deal with extending presiden-
tial fast-track authority before
the farm bill is finished.

“Washington is becoming
protectionist, and it’s going to
be harder and harder to get
(Trade Promotion Authority)
extended,” he said.

He noted that since the 2002
Farm Bill was passed, 92 new
members have joined the House
of Representatives.

Six of the 21 Democrats and
13 of the 25 Republicans on the
House Ag Committee never
have participated in a farm bill
debate, Wiesemeyer said.

“You’re more in control than
you realize,” he said. “You
know more than they do —
believe me.”

OPPORTUNITIES AHEAD
Other speakers at Thursday’s

conference included Stephen
Frerichs, owner of the consult-
ing firm of AgVantage LLC, who
discussed the significance of
revenue insurance products in
federal farm programs now and
in the future.

Krysta Harden, chief execu-
tive officer of the National
Association of Conservation
Districts, encouraged the audi-
ence to recognize the promi-
nence conservation programs
would have in future farm bills,
given all the issues and influ-
ences addressed Thursday.

Farm groups should not get so
wrapped up in trying to preserve
commodity programs intact
that they fail to fight for conser-
vation programs of maximum
benefit to farm families and
rural communities, Harden said.

“It’s our opportunity,” she said. 
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 Whom do you call if you 
 have a potential story for 
 print?

 The answer, of course, 
 is the Hastings Tribune or 
 an authorized 
 representative.

 Listed below are 
 Tribune correspondents 
 and phone numbers. If 
 you have a news tip, a 
 news story, or a picture 
 possibility, call the 
 correspondent nearest 
 you.

 He or she will get the 
 information to the 

 Tribune as soon as 
 possible. If your 
 community isn’t 
 represented drop the 
 Tribune a line at Box 788, 
 Hastings, NE 68902, if you 
 would like to be a 
 correspondent or know 
 someone who would be 
 interested.

 Sometimes we miss a 
 story because no one took 
 the time to call us. Here’s 
 your chance to make sure 
 your community is 
 covered in the Tribune.

 What’s New In Your Area?

 Give the Tribune a Call

 Town  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Correspondent  Phone
 Blue Hill, NE 68930 . . . . . . . Susan Danehey . . . . . . . . . (402) 756-4847
 Box 368

 Esbon, KS 66941  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lesa Peroutek  . . . . . . . . . . (785) 725-4871
 Rt. 1, Box 15

 Fairbury, NE 68352  . . . . . . . Denise Andersen  . . . . (402) 729-3916
 56040 716 Road

 Geneva, NE 68361  . . . . . . . . . . Dianne Girmus  . . . . . . . . (402) 759-3643
 511 N. 9th

 Harvard, NE 68944  . . . . . . . . Lisa K. Hiatt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . (402) 772-2062
 P.O. Box 111

 Lawrence, NE 68957 . . . . . . Leonard Haba . . . . . . . . . . . (402) 756-7391
 6525 E. Silver Lake Rd .  .  (402) 462-9509

 Red Cloud, NE 68970  . . . . Martha Meyers  . . . . . . . . . (402) 746-2886
 RR 2, Box 223

 Stamford, NE 68977  . . . . . . Diana Lambson  . . . . . . . (308) 868-3545
 Box 104

 Superior, NE 68978  . . . . . . . Beth Bohling  . . . . . . . . . . . . (402) 879-3494
 1345 Commercial

 Superior, NE 68978  . . . . . . . Donna Christensen  .  (402) 879-3865
 945 E. Second St.

 Sutton, NE 68979  . . . . . . . . . . . Beth Bartell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (402) 773-5537
 P.O. Box 1

 Upland, NE 68981-9723  Ivan Schoone  . . . . . . . . . . . . (402) 756-0217
 Rt. 1, Box 62

 REGIONAL REPORTER
 Hastings, NE 68902  . . . . . . . Tony Herrman  . . . . . . . . . . (402) 461-1251
 P.O. Box 788

 REGIONAL EDITOR
 Hastings, NE 68902  . . . . . . . Andy Raun  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (402) 461-1251
 P.O. Box 788

Another Great Way to Save 
~ 

Make your appointment today!

The Miracle-Ear® Difference
Helping people hear better is our top priority. That’s why we have more than 1,200 Miracle-Ear
Hearing Aid Centers nationwide, many of them located in Sears stores. And because we put

our customers’ needs first, people have trusted Miracle-Ear sound quality and
professional service for generations.

<City>
<Title>

<Address 1>
<Address 2>
<Phone 1>
<Phone 2>

<Custom Message>
<State Regs>

Good only from participating Miracle-Ear representatives. One coupon good per
purchase. No other offers or discounts apply. Discount does not apply to prior sales.
Cash value 1/20 cent. Offer good on AudioChoice Contour model AC702I only.
Offer expires March 29, 2006.

Hurry! Offer ends March 29, 2006

Limited Time Offer 
~ 

If you wait, it’ll be too late!

2FOR1
Get two custom fit AudioChoice® digital 

hearing aids for the price of one.

$990

Savings valid on Miracle-Ear ME-1, ME-2 or ME-3 Solution Package only. Good at 
participating Miracle-Ear locations only. Special offer applies to purchase of same make
and model. Does not apply to prior sales. 50% discount applies only when first aid is
purchased at the regular list price. No other offers or discounts apply. This offer does
not apply to the 2-for-1 $990 offer. Cash value 1/20 cent. Offer expires March 29, 2006.

Buy 1, Miracle-Ear fully digital hearing aid 
(any size) and get the 2nd for half price!

Hurry! Offer ends March 29, 2006

SAVE on Miracle-Ear® Quality
There’s no better time to get a Miracle-Ear custom fit, digital hearing
aid. Our highly-trained and licensed consultants are here to help you
select the product that’s right for you. Get the quality and service
you deserve from Miracle-Ear!

Two Are Better Than One
Most people, who need a hearing aid, actually need two to hear
their best. These offers make owning two digital hearing aids more
affordable than ever!

FREE Professional Services
Better hearing* is our top priority. That’s why our professional hearing
consultants offer a variety of valuable services at no charge, including our
FREE Ear Canal Inspection and FREE Hearing Test.**

BUY1 GET 1 50%OFF

 Get TWICE the quality

 at HALF the price!

 2718 W. 2nd St., Hastings
 1-800-829-0654 • 402-461-4138

 1429 N. Webb Rd., Grand Island
 1-800-558-2810 • 308-381-2747

 2  1

 *Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of h earing loss,accuracy of evaluation,proper fit and ability to amplification. A Miracle-Ear®representa tive can determine which models and options may be 
 right for you. **Hearing test and video otoscopeinspection are always free. Hearing test is an audio metric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are not medical exams or diagnoses,n or are they intended to replace a physician’s care. If 
 you suspect a medical problem,please seek treatment from your doctor.©2006 Miracle-Ear,Inc. 10492 RO PAHALF
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Student manager John LaMaster shows Adams Central senior Jordan Ruger
(right) how to work the statistics program on the handheld computer during
the Class C-1 state boys basketball tournament game with Norfolk Catholic
Thursday morning in Lincoln. Ruger missed playing much of the season due
to torn ligaments in his knee.

AC: Seniors struggle to cope with loss at state tourney
Continued from page A1

Reform: Expert says ag industry must help guide farm policy
Continued from page A1



SETH SUTEL
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Knight Ridder
is weighing bids of more than
$4.7 billion, according to news
reports, in an auction of its prop-
erties that also serves as a proxy on
investors’ outlook toward the
newspaper industry.

Knight Ridder Inc., the nation’s
second-largest newspaper pub-
lisher, has repeatedly declined to
comment on the bidding process.
The deadline for submitting bids
passed late Thursday.

Interested parties were known to
include The McClatchy Co., pub-
lisher of the Star Tribune in
Minneapolis and other newspapers;
industry leader Gannett Co. as well
as MediaNews Group Inc., the pri-
vately held publisher of The Denver
Post and dozens of other papers.

McClatchy’s cash-and-stock
offer was worth more than $65 a
share, according to reports in
The New York Times and The
Wall Street Journal. Based on
72.3 million diluted shares out-
standing at the end of the year, a
price above $65 a share would
value Knight Ridder at more
than $4.7 billion.

A consortium of private equity
groups with Texas Pacific Group,
Thomas H. Lee Partners, Hellman
& Friedman, Bain Capital and Oak
Hill Partners also submitted an all-
cash bid of $4.7 billion, the Times
reported. That group’s bid was
nonbinding, the Times said.

Knight Ridder shares rose $1.14,
or 1.8 percent, to $63.80 in morn-
ing trading on the New York Stock
Exchange. McClatchy shares rose
11 cents to $52.04 while Gannett
shares gained 31 cents to $60.90,
also on the NYSE.

At stake is the ownership of 32
newspapers nationwide, includ-
ing the San Jose Mercury News,
The Philadelphia Inquirer and
The Miami Herald. Knight Ridder

was forced to put itself up for sale
last November by its largest share-
holders, who were frustrated with
the company’s lagging share price.

Knight Ridder spokesman
Polk Laffoon declined to com-
ment on the bidding.
McClatchy officials did not
return calls for comment.

Laffoon said the San Jose,
Calif.-based company would not
comment before the auction’s
“resolution” on Sunday, the
financial news site MarketWatch
reported Thursday. However,
any announcement may be

“several days” after that, he said.
Laffoon declined to comment to
The Associated Press on that
report.

Knight Ridder’s board was
scheduled to meet in New York
over the weekend, the San Jose
Mercury News reported.

If Knight Ridder decides the
bids are too low or otherwise
unattractive, analysts note that
the company could pursue
other options for increasing its
share value, such as borrowing
money to buy back a significant
number of its shares.

Without the bill, Anderson would have had
to wait for at least a year to receive approval
from the Nebraska Department of
Environmental Equality. 

The tires will be bound together as barriers on
the corners of his track to serve as a buffers in
case a driver loses control. 

Anderson said he plans to conduct a vari-
ety of races there, from RallyCross to motor-
cycle races. And, most of the race organiza-
tions he deals with require that type of
bound tire barrier. 

Burling introduced the bill Jan 4. and made
it his priority bill Feb. 6. The Legislature gave
its final approval Feb. 28.

To ensure Anderson would have the tires
ready for his first race in July, an emer-
gency clause was added to the bill.
Normally, there is a 90-day waiting period
on a bill after it is approved before it is pre-
sented to the governor. 

Anderson said he would need about 100
days to assemble all of the tires and put them
on the track. That would have to be done prior
to some of the track preparations, he said. Had
the emergency clause not been used, the wait-
ing period would have caused significant
delays for Anderson’s project.

“Sen. Burling, I want to thank you and your
staff for your tireless, no pun intended, efforts
in helping with this last important piece of the
puzzle to build a road course in Hastings,
Nebraska,” Anderson said at the groundbreak-
ing. “Thank you for your faith in me and this
field of dreams.”

Lt. Gov. Rick Sheehy also was on hand for the
event and reminisced about his involvement in
the early stages of the project when he served as
Hastings’ mayor. 

“We have been working for so long to make
Hastings a destination,” he said. “This is a
great start with the number of activities that it
will host.”

WHAT LIES AHEAD
With the approval of LB818, Anderson has

most of the permits and approvals he needs to
build his dream race track, which will span 2.3
miles. 

Stromer Land Leveling of Juniata is now
interpreting the land drawings to determine
where more than 84,000 cubic yards of dirt

need to go, Anderson said this morning.
Stromer will put earth into place for proper
drainage and pre-construction for the asphalt
track. 

Anderson estimates the dirt work will take
about six weeks; then the asphalt can be
poured. 

The exact grading of the paving is a specific
and intricate process, he said. The grading needs
to be within one-tenth of an inch. 

“An astounding amount of accuracy goes into
this,” he said. 

After the asphalt is poured, Anderson said it
will take about six weeks for it to cure and hard-
en. 

During this entire process, Anderson also will
be putting up the chain link fence that will sur-
round the track. Part of the reason for the fence
is to keep people away from the asphalt as it
dries. 

Around the track, Anderson said thousands of
feet of guardrails also will go in, along with spe-
cial curbs on the corners of the track. These
curbs are red-and-white concrete bumpers that
take time to put in. 

Anderson is bringing in three professional car
drivers and three professional motorcycle driv-
ers to race the track for a day to determine
exactly where the curbs will go. He hopes to
have the track ready for a fun track test day on
July 8. 

Anderson’s inaugural event is set for July 22-
23, when the Rocky Mountain Vintage
Association will bring about 120 vehicles to
the track. Though it will be Anderson’s first
event on asphalt, he conducted the first-ever
national Sports Car Club of American
RallyCross event at the track on dirt in
October 2005. 

Tractor pulls and RallyCross races will still be
conducted on dirt at the site.

The Motorcycle Roadracing Association will
visit Hastings July 29-30 to race bikes that can
reach speeds of 150 miles per hour, with three
or four of them driving side-by-side. 

For Anderson, watching the track become a
reality and seeing the turnout at Thursday’s
groundbreaking has been an emotional experi-
ence.

“It just took my breath away,” he said. “I
can’t tell you how great it makes a person feel
to have so many people there to celebrate one
man’s dream.”

The following property trans-
fers were recorded at the Adams
County Register of Deeds Office: 

◆ Lawrence G. Loskill Revocable
Trust to Lawrence G. Loskill Credit
Trust an undivided 1/2 interest in
Lot 5, Block 5, Imperial Village
Addition, Second Addition to the
City of Hastings; a tract of land
comprising a part of Block 7 and a
part of the south 50 feet of Block 8
in Imperial Village Addition to the
City of Hastings; the northwest
quarter of Section 29, Township 6
north, Range 11 in Adams County;
the east half of the southwest
quarter of Section 20, Township 6
north, Range 11 in Adams County
and all that portion of Burlingon
Northern Railroad Company’s 100
foot wide Roseland to Wilcox
Branch Line right-of-way; the north
half of the southwest quarter
except the north two rods of
Section 21, Township 6 north,
Range 11, except a tract com-
mencing at a point on the east line
of the southwest quarter of
Section 21, Township 6 north,
Range 11; all of Lot 8, except the
northwesterly 30 feet in width plus
the northwesterly 48 feet in width
of Lot 9, Block 5, Imperial Village
Second Addition to the City of
Hastings Aug. 17.

◆ Rodney Hinrichs and Barbara
Hinrichs to Rodney A. Hinrichs and
Barbara G. Hinrichs as joint tenants
and not as tenants in common Lot
14, Block 1 in J. Mark Martin’s
Subdivision in the City of Hastings
Aug. 17.

◆ Jose Sarmiento and Julia
Sarmiento to Beatriz Vazquez the
east 67 feet of Lots 66 and 67 in
Campbell’s Addition to the City of
Hastings Aug. 17.

◆ Louis L. Kehoe and Therese M.
Kehoe to Kehoe Family Trust
Agreement and Patricia K. Bock Lot
9, Block 4, Colonial Estates 3rd
Addition to the City of Hastings
Aug. 17.

◆ Harold W. Oye and Sylvia A. Oye
Revocable Trust to Michael G. Oye
the south 50 feet of the north 100
feet of the northwest quarter, except
the east 7 feet thereof in Block 23, in

St. Joseph Second Addition to the
City of Hastings Aug. 18.

◆ W.G. Pauley Land Development
Company to Bradley P. Ochsner and
Cody M. Ochsner Lot 7, Block 2,
Indian Acres Second Addition to the
City of Hastings Aug. 18.

◆ North Shore Lodging Inc. to
Keystone Associates Inc. Lots 1 and
2, Block 2, Assembly of God
Second Subdivision, an addition to
the City of Hastings Aug. 18.

◆ John C. Welch and Margaret M.
Welch to William L. Hermes and
Amy S. Hermes the south 35 feet of
Lots 1, 2, 3 and all of Lot 18, 19 and
20, of Block 2 of Foote Addition to
the City of Hastings Aug. 18.

◆ Estate of Erna A. Anderson to
Beau Lindemann Lots 6 and 7,
Block 1, Kerr’s Subdivision of Lots
12 and 13, Lewis’ Subdivision of
the northeast quarter of the south-
east quarter of Section 11,
Township 7 north, Range 10 in
Hastings Aug. 18.

◆ Westbrook Village LLC to
Kenneth M. Kulus and Heather A.
Kulus Lot 5, Block 11, Westbrook
Village 8th Subdivision in the City of
Hastings Aug. 18.

◆ Robert B. Bourg Sr. and Paula
R. Bourg to Robert B. Bourg Sr. and
Paula R. Bourg as joint tenants and
not as tenants in common the north
305 feet of the south 965 feet of
the east 228.19 feet of the west
269.44 feet of the west half of the
southwest quarter of Section 23,
Township 6 north, Range 12 in
Adams County Aug. 18.

◆ Golden Triangle Inc. to G.J.
Flats LLC Lot 16, Lovett Subdivision
in Adams County Aug. 18.

◆ Vicki L. Tolson and Frank W.
Tolson to David Hill Lot 116,
Railroad Addition to the City of
Hastings Aug. 18.

◆ Joseph L. Dittrick to Marilyn R.
Dittrick Lots 4 and 5, Block 4,
Blythe’s Second Addition to the
Village of Kenesaw in Adams
County Aug. 19.

◆ J. Osborn Budd Jr. to Steven D.
Harwick and Angela M. Harwick
and John A. Mason Lot 4, Block 12,
Dietz Addition to the City of
Hastings Aug. 19.

◆ Central Nebraska Public
Power and Irrigation District of
Holdrege to Brent L. Woodman
and Sarah Y. Woodman any inter-
est the grantor may have in the
southeast quarter of Section 20,
Township 8 north, Range 12 in
Adams County Aug. 22.

◆ Estate of Arthur  C. Eckhardt to
John L. Eckhardt Lot 2 and 4 in
Eckhardt’s Subdivision of Block 6 in
Huckfeldt’s Addition to the Village
of Holstein Aug. 22.

◆ James D. Wolfe to Vicki L.
Sinner Lot 8, Block 2, East Third
Street in the City of Hastings
Aug. 22.

◆ David L. Oakeson and Julie D.
Oakeson to Dustin Hinrichs and
Brandi Hinrichs the south half of
Lot 37 in Palmer’s Addition to the
City of Hastings Aug. 22.

◆ Eric J. Parr and Stacy M. Parr to
Margaret A. Sommer Lot 1, 2 and
3, Block 8, Village of Roseland in
Adams County Aug. 22.

◆ Marlin C. Suck and Loretta Suck
Revocable Trust to Marlin C. Suck
the northeast quarter of Section 4,
Township 8 north, Range 12 in
Adams County, except the east 660
feet of the south 280.5 feet thereof
and Lot 3 of Riese and Parmenter’s
Replat to the Village of Kenesaw in
Adams County Aug. 22.

◆ Jeffery S. Armstrong and Karla
S. Armstrong to Rhonda S. Brannon
and Jeffery S. Armstrong the west
50 feet of the north 120 feet of Lot
2, Block 3, College Addition to the
City of Hastings Aug. 23.

◆ Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development in Washington, D.C.,
to Cassandra Coe the north 20 feet
of Lot 19 and all of Lot 20, Block 3,
McKnight’s Addition to the City of
Hastings Aug. 23.

◆ Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development of Washington, D.C.,
to Lucas Kroeger Lot 8, Block 8 in
Lewis Subdivision of Blocks 1, 8, 9
and 16 of Lewis Subdivision of the
northeast quarter of Section 11,
Township 7 north, Range 10 in the
City of Hastings Aug. 23.

◆ Estate of Lenore I. Schropp to
Robert T. Schropp and Sheryl D.
Schropp and Barry White Sr. Lot 11,
Block 1, Brown’s Addition to the

City of Hastings Aug. 23.
◆ Estate of Marilyn R. Rief to

Edwin H. Rief for his lifetime and
upon his death to Edward L. Rief
and Enita L. Larson, each an undi-
vided 1/2 interest as tenants in an
undivided 1/3 interest in the north-
east quarter of Section 36,
Township 7 north, Range 11 in
Adams County Aug. 25.

◆ Estate of Marilyn R. Rief to
Edwin H. Rief for his lifetime and
upon his death to Edward L. Rief
an undivided 1/2 interest in the
north half of the northeast quar-
ter of Section 21, Township 7
north, Range 11 in Adams County
Aug. 25.

◆ Estate of Marilyn R. Rief to
Edwin H. Rief for his lifetime and
upon his death to Anne R. Brown
an undivided 1/2  interest in the
southeast quarter of Section 14,
Township 6 north, Range 10 in
Adams County Aug. 25.

◆ Estate of Marilyn R. Rief to
Edwin H. Rief for his lifetime ad
upon his death to Aimee L. Rief an
undivided 1/2 interest in the south-
east quarter of Section 19,
Township 5 north, Range 9 in
Adams County Aug. 25.

◆ Judie A. Weber to Vickie Sharp
the north 88 feet of the northeast
quarter of St. Joseph’s Addition,
Block 6 in Hastings Aug. 25.

◆ Deborah L. Storehalder to
Robert L. Storehalder Lots 14, 15,
16, 17 and 18 in Block 2, Smith’s
Addition to the City of Hastings
Aug. 25.

◆ Mary L. Phelps to Mary L.
Phelps Revocable Trust all remaining
interest in and to real estate begin-
ning at the section corner common
to Section 15, 16, 21 and 22,
Township 7 north, Range 9 except a
strip of land 30 feet wide situated in
the north half of the northwest
quarter of Section 27, Township 7
north, Range 9; and except a strip
of land 30 feet wide situated in the
southwest quarter of the southwest
quarter of Section 22 Township 7
north, Range 9 in Adams County
Aug. 25.

◆ Brad Moncrief to Steven H.
Hansen and Dianna K. Hansen the

south half of Lot 24 and the south
half of the west 10 feet of Lot 25,
Palmer’s Addition to the City of
Hastings Aug. 25.

◆ Amy J. Andrus to Viola B.
Anderson the west 42.5 feet of Lot
2 and the east 5 feet of Lot 3 in
Block 29, St. Joseph’s Addition to
the City of Hastings in Adams
County, and the west 39 feet of Lot
3 and the east 13 feet of Lot 4,
Block 29, St. Joseph’s Addition to
the City of Hastings Aug. 25.

◆ Paul H. Powers and Faye E.
Powers to Lester R. Seiler
Revocable Trust an undivided 1/2
interest in the north half of the
south half of the southeast quar-
ter of Section 16, Township 5
north, Range 9 in Adams County
Aug. 25.

◆ William L. Hermes and Amy S.
Hermes to Ronald D. Chesbrough
and Anne Serra Chesbrough the
north 93 feet of Lot 1, Block 4,
Hillside Addition to the City of
Hastings Aug. 25.
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Markets
Friday’s noon 
local markets

Corn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.89
Soybeans  . . . . . . . . . . .5.28
Milo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.77
Wheat  . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.23

Stocks of local interest
The following stocks of local interest were

traded today:
Last Chg.

Alltel
BN Santa Fe
Berkshire Hathaway A
Berkshire Hathaway B
ConAgra
Dana Corp.
Eaton Corp.
Ingersoll Rand
Kinder Morgan
Level 3
McDonald’s
PepsiCo
Papa John’s
TierOne
Tricon Global Restaurants
Union Pacific
Wells Fargo
Williams Cos.
Wal-Mart

66.01 +0.49
76.39 +0.53
89,999.00+199.00
2,999.00 +17.50
20.82 +0.06
0.66 0.00
69.27 +1.02
41.40 +0.71
91.27 +0.27
3.33 -0.04
34.98 +0.45
60.25 +0.25
30.74 +0.23
31.76 +0.35
49.00 0.00
85.25 +0.31
64.20 +0.29
20.31 +0.49
45.3616 +0.1216
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Amid the noise and hustle of a work-
ing plant, Gov. Dave Heineman pre-
sented funds to the city of Hastings to
help a local business expand Thursday.

Heineman presented Mayor Matt
Rossen with a Community Development
Block Grant check for $238,000 to help
Gibraltar Packaging Group Inc. relocate
operations to the company’s Hastings
headquarters. 

The city of Hastings will loan the
company $234,000 in block grant
funding, along with $16,000 from the
city’s program income fund for work-

ing capital, to help cover the cost of
moving operations and to expand the
Hastings facility.

The remaining
$4,000 will be used by
the city for adminis-
trative costs. LaSalle
Business Credit is also
investing $950,000 to
bring the total project
funding to more than
$1.2 million. 

“This project is evi-
dence that Nebraska’s
central location is a strong selling point
for many businesses in the shipping

and transportation industries,”
Heineman said. “I’m very pleased these
funds will help this Nebraska-based
company expand and that we will see
new jobs as a result.” 

In January, Gibraltar announced
that it was closing a plant in Fort
Wayne, Ind., meaning that a number
of new jobs would be coming to the
Hastings plant. 

Dick Hinrichs, president and chief
operating officer of Gibraltar Packaging
Group in Hastings, said the company
has already hired about 20 new
employees and hopes to hire another
20 employees in the next month. Prior

to hiring the new employees, Hinrichs
said the Hastings facility employed
about 165 people.

The new positions will primarily
include press operators and other jobs
in the manufacturing process.

All of the 40 new employees are
local workers with no employees
transferring from the Indiana plant,
Hinrichs said. 

Of the approximately 40 new jobs,
the grant requires 51 percent of those
to be held by low- to moderate-income
employees, who will be paid above the
minimum wage plus benefits. The jobs
must continue to exist for 36 months. 

“We are very excited about the
opportunity to bring these jobs to
Hastings,” Hinrichs told the group. 

After the presentation, Hinrichs gave
Heineman and Rossen a tour of the
plant. 

Hinrichs told Heineman that in
addition to the new jobs, equipment
improvements at the Hastings plants
over the last several years have
increased production. 

Gibraltar Packaging manufactures
corrugated cardboard boxes at a plant
on East U.S. Highway 6 and makes
retail packaging, like cereal boxes, in a
plant in Industrial Park West. 

Hinrichs

PAUL SAKUMA/AP

Exterior view of Knight Ridder Inc. headquarters in downtown
San Jose, Calif., in a file photo from Jan. 31.

Property transfers

Gibraltar Packaging receives development grant

Knight Ridder mulling bids
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Dream: Race track becoming reality


