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NEW DISC GOLF COURSE

WILL BE READY FOR PLAY

BEGINNING NEXT WEEK

JOHN HUTHMACHER
Hastings Tribune

F
lying saucers of all sizes
will take aim around Lake
Hastings Monday to
break in the new 18-hole
disc golf course built by

volunteers and the city of
Hastings Parks and Recreation
Department. 

With the installation of basket
chains set for Monday, the
course will be ready for play,
though tee marker signs may
take until the end of the week to
surface. Course play is free and is
permitted from sunrise to sunset. 

The new course represents the
second such venture within city
limits in recent years. 
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Inside
BURGLAR RETURNS

ITEMS
ENID, Okla. — There may be a

burglar with a conscience in
Garfield County.

A television, stereo, and VCR were
stolen over the weekend from a

house in the small town of Kremlin.
Undersheriff Jerry Niles said the

woman who lives at the house
called deputies Monday night to
say that someone broke into her
house again while she was away,
returned the electronics gear, even
restoring the wiring and repairing a

door jamb damaged in the original
break-in.

“It was spooky,” Niles said.
He said it was the first time he has

ever seen all of the property taken in
a burglary returned like that. Deputies
are still investigating the case.

The Associated Press

Nation

Art by Jade Dowis, 7,
Minden East Elementary

Slight
chance
of rain in
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evening
and
Friday
morning.

LINDA GARCIA
Hastings Tribune

After months of negotiation, an agreement
has been reached between Hastings Utilities and
Kinder Morgan Inc. over providing natural gas
service to newly annexed areas of Hastings. 

The HU Board of Public Works will hear a
presentation on the agreement during its regu-
lar meeting Friday morning. 

“The action tomorrow is for the board to
approve the agreement so we can get natural gas
service to the annexed areas,” said HU manager
Marv Schultes. 

HU and Kinder Morgan have been negotiating
about natural gas service since several areas outside
city limits, such as the Lochland Sanitary
Improvement District, were annexed in March 2004. 

HU officials believe since those areas now are
part of the city, it should provide the natural gas
service to those areas; but some residents already
receive natural gas from Kinder Morgan. 

RICK HOUCHIN/Tribune

Steve Katzberg (left) and Mads Anderson lower a basket onto its pole on the first hole of the new Frisbee golf course at Lake Hastings.
The city of Hastings is installing the 18-hole course. 

Flying saucers spotted
at Lake HastingsBETH BOHLING

Hastings Tribune
SUPERIOR — Former state Sen. Ardyce

Bohlke of Hastings has been chosen Gracious
Lady for the 2005 Victorian Festival here.

The award, created in honor of Lady Evelyn
Vestey whom the festival rec-
ognizes, honors a woman who
has made notable contribu-
tions to the life of her fellow
beings.

Bohlke was appointed to
serve in the Nebraska
Legislature in 1991 and then
elected for two terms. She
chose not to seek re-election in
2000.

She was the first woman to lead the
Legislature’s Education Committee and was
associated with some of the most important leg-
islation of the past decade. 

Measures Bohlke initiated included welfare
reform, financial incentives for school consoli-
dations and mergers, key provisions on livestock
waste management, environmental protection
for trout streams, special education reimburse-
ments and teacher pay.

She also served as a commissioner on the
Education Commission of the States and was a
member of the Nebraska School Finance Review
Committee.

Bohlke

KEVIN O’HANLON
The Associated Press

LINCOLN — Former
Attorney General Don Stenberg
said Thursday he will seek the
2006 Republican nomination
for the U.S. Senate seat he failed
to win five years ago.

Stenberg, who served three
terms as attorney general,
would face Democratic Sen. Ben
Nelson, to whom he lost the
2000 election by the slimmest

margin since
N e b r a s k a
began directly
electing sena-
tors in 1916.

“I have
taken this
a c t i o n
because many
N e b r a s k a n s
have encouraged me to do so,
because America’s future

depends on the vision of
those who control our gov-
ernment, and because I have
the experience needed,”
Stenberg said.

It is Stenberg’s third senate
campaign.

He lost the GOP Senate
nomination in 1996 to Chuck
Hagel, who went on to win
the seat.

Stenberg announces bid for U.S. Senate

Stenberg

Bohlke
‘Gracious
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HU, KM
reach
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The Associated Press

◆ Party: Republican
◆ Age: 56. Born Sept. 30, 1948,

in David City.
◆ Occupation: Attorney
◆ Hometown: Tekamah.
◆ Residence: Gretna.
◆ Education: Graduated from

University of Nebraska-Lincoln in

1970 with a bachelor’s degree in
physics and minors in chemistry
and mathematics. Graduated
cum laude from law school at
Harvard University and also
earned a masters in business
administration from Harvard in
1974.

◆ Family: Wife, Sue; Children,

Julie, 25, Don Jr., 22, Joey, 20, and
Abby, 15.

◆ Political Past: Elected attorney
general in 1990. Re-elected in
1994 and 1998. Unsuccessfully
sought the GOP Senate nomina-
tion in 1996. Won the GOP Senate
nomination in 2000, but lost the
general election to Democrat Ben
Nelson.

Don Stenberg
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A nine-hole course installed
on campus at Hastings College
three years ago became a few
holes short this year due to
vandalism.  

Pat McCauley, college activi-
ties director, said he hopes to
put together a committee on
campus soon to assume course
ownership and replace the
missing baskets. 

In the meantime, area play-
ers have had to travel to cours-
es in Kearney, Superior or
Grand Island to get in a round.
But not anymore.

The pipedream of Hastings
residents Mads Anderson,
Jayson Stoddard and William
Hermes, the city course plan
was set into motion about
three months ago with the
help of city administrator Joe
Patterson and parks and recre-
ation director Eric Christensen.

“Basically I kind of came in
mid-stream,” Christensen said.
“It had already been pitched
(by Hermes, Stoddard and
Anderson) to our city adminis-
trator, and there were some
monies budgeted for the equip-
ment needed for it.

“The group of individuals
who asked for it also asked to
do some fundraising on their
own and came up with some
additional funds. Between the
two of us, we were able to
come up with the monies for
the baskets and tee signs.”

Total cost for the steel bas-

kets, chains and signs was a lit-
tle more than $6,000,
Christensen said.

Stoddard, who teaches sci-
ence at Hastings Middle
School, can scarcely believe
that what began as idle chat
between friends has become a
reality made manifest in con-
crete and steel.

“It was kind of just a group
of us friends who enjoyed to
play and wanted a golf course
here in Hastings,” he said. “I
think it’s going to be awesome.
We think it’s something college
kids will love. Hopefully we’ll
get the middle school kids
involved also.”

Assisting in the layout were
veteran course designers Dusty
Rodier, representing the
Kearney Parks and Recreation
Department; Anita Jackson of
Lincoln and Anderson.

“This will be great for the
community,” Anderson said.
“It’s going to hopefully increase
traffic at Lake Hastings. It’ll def-
initely be something for the
kids to do.”

As disc golf courses go,
Christensen said the course lay-
out is a far cry from easy.

“I’ve walked the course a
couple of times and it’s defi-
nitely challenging,” he said.
“There are a lot of trees out
there. One hole goes over the
water, so there are definitely a
number of obstacles.”

Disc golf is played by tossing
a plastic or rubber disc from a

designated tee-off area towards
the “hole,” a steel post topped
by a chain-covered circular bas-
ket. Each toss counts as one
“stroke.” The object is to land
the disc inside the open-chain
basket in as few tosses as possi-
ble. 

Though any disc will work,
more serious players use a
series of specialized golf discs,
each a different weight, and
each serving a different pur-
pose. “Driver” discs are used to
obtain the greatest distance.
Mid-range and putter discs are
designed to deliver increased
control around the bucket.

Area sporting good stores do
not carry golf discs, but they
are readily available online,
Christensen said.

Christensen said he plans to
jump-start the sport’s populari-
ty locally by offering a series of
events for players of all abili-
ties.

“Our hope is to have some
sort of grand opening,” he said.
“We would like to do a clinic
and at some point host a week-
end tournament out there. If
there’s enough interest, maybe
we’ll start up some sort of disc
golf league next summer. 

“I think this will definitely
be a draw to get more active
participation out to Lake
Hastings Park, which is pretty
much under-utilized. Hopefully
it’ll be something the commu-
nity will use and it’ll continue
to grow.”

HU and Kinder Morgan took
a suit before the Public Service
Commission in August 2004, as
both sides tried to figure out
who should provide service. 

The city approved the possi-
bility of using eminent domain
to take over Kinder Morgan
pipes. 

The disagreement and others
like it have led to several legisla-
tive proposals that would clarify
whether the Public Service
Commission has oversight over
publicly owned utilities and
when cities can use eminent
domain to provide natural gas
service. 

Schultes declined to discuss
details of the agreement this
morning since it will become

public knowledge at the meet-
ing Friday. 

In other business, the board
will discuss and approve:

- The release of easements
based on four requests. 

- A contract for control and
protection panels for the new
North Denver Substation. 

- A contract for replacement
voltage regulator controls for
the Whelan Energy Center. 

- A change order for a con-
tract installing 115 Kv fiber
optic lines. 

- The consent agenda, includ-
ing work orders for installing a
power line to the new Viaero
Communications Tower and an
electric line on Showboat Road. 

The board meets 8 a.m. Friday
in the HU board room, 1228 N.
Denver Ave. 

Since retiring from elected
office, Bohlke has been direc-
tor of resource development
for Good Samaritan Village in
Hastings. She also serves as
executive director of the Vada
Kinman Oldfield and Col.
Barney Oldfield Nebraska
Dollars for Scholars organiza-
tion.

Bohlke, an Omaha native, is
a speech pathologist by train-
ing. She became involved in
community affairs soon after
moving to Hastings with her
husband, Jon, and two chil-
dren.

She has been active in the
YWCA and First United
Methodist Church, organized
a girls’ softball league, been
president of the League of
Women Voters, served on a
bank board, and held seats on
the Hastings Public Schools
board of education and the
city’s Board of Public Works.

Bohlke was named 2002
Woman of Distinction by the
Nebraska Commission on the
Status of Women. Previously,
she had been honored as the
Nebraska State Business and
Professional Woman of the
Year.

She has received distin-
guished service awards from
the Nebraska Educational
Service Units, the University
of Nebraska at Kearney, and
the Nebraska Schoolmasters.
She also was presented with
the Nebraska State Education
Association Friend of
Education Award and the
University of Nebraska
Teachers College Walter K.
Beggs Award for Outstanding
Service to Education.

At the Victorian Festival in
Superior May 27-29, she will
serve as grand marshal for
the parade beginning at 11
a.m. Saturday. Following the
parade, she will be presented
with a plaque honoring her
as Gracious Lady, and her
name will be engraved on
the permanent plaque which
hangs in the Vestey Center
here. 

“Mrs. Bohlke is an example
to all who seek to balance per-
sonal and professional lives,”
the festival committee said.
“We are honored that she has
agreed to serve as the 2005
Victorian Festival’s Gracious
Lady.”

Stenberg won the Republican
nomination in 2000, but lost to
Nelson, who had just finished
two terms as governor. Nelson
won by only 12,000 votes — 51
percent to 49 percent.

Former state GOP Chairman
David Kramer and Republican
National Committeeman Kerry
Winterer of Omaha also are said
to be pondering running
against Nelson.

Nelson has repeatedly avoid-
ed speculation about who
might challenge him.

Defeating Nelson, the only

Democrat in Nebraska’s con-
gressional contingent, will be a
tall order.

While the GOP holds the
advantage in registered voters in
the state, Nelson has a strong
conservative voting record and
has often broken party ranks to
vote with President Bush.

During a February speech in
Omaha touting his plan to
reform Social Security, Bush sin-
gled out Nelson, calling him “a
man with whom I can work —
a person who’s willing to put
partisanship aside to focus on
what’s right for America.”
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