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Japan halts U.S. beef imports

JOHANNS SENDING TEAM TO
INVESTIGATE SHIPMENT

IN QUESTION

LIBBY QUAID
The Associated Press
WASHINGTON Agriculture
Secretary Mike Johanns said Friday the
U.S. government is investigating a ship-
ment of American beef to Japan that
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Adams County District Judge
Terri Harder ruled Thursday that
a 28-year-old
Hastings man
accused of
breaking into a
home  while
nude and mur-
dering a
Hastings man
was not guilty
by reason of

insanity.
Jayson D. Garett, who's
imprisoned in Lincoln, had a
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The race is
on to approve
a legislative
bill that would
benefit a new
Hastings race

track.
Sen. Carroll
of

Garett

Anderson

received unan-
imo us
approval from
t h e
Legislature’s
Natural
Resources
Committee
Thursday for a
bill that would allow using tires
as safety barriers.
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may have contained material considered
at risk for mad cow disease, a discovery
that prompted Japan to announce
another halt to beef imports.

Johanns ordered several actions
intended to reassure the Japanese.

“We take this matter very seriously,”
the secretary said in a statement. “We
are in communication with Japanese
officials and we will continue that dia-
logue to assure them that we take this
matter very seriously and we are acting

swiftly and firmly.”

Johanns said the plant that exported
the meat in question is now barred from
shipping more beef to Japan. He also said
the government inspector who cleared
the shipment may be disciplined, and
that Agriculture Department investigators
are being dispatched to Japan.

He also is sending extra inspectors to
every plant that exports meat to Japan
and has ordered unannounced inspec-
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tions, Johanns said.

“While this is not a food safety issue,
this is an unacceptable failure on our part
to meet the requirements of our agree-
ment with Japan,” he told reporters at
Agriculture Department headquarters.

Johanns said the tissue Japan found —
spinal column from veal — is not prohibit-
ed in the American food supply but is pro-
hibited under the agreement with Japan.

Department officials said Japan

New housing
market in
Hastings bucks
national trend
for 2006

will hold U.S. beef at Japanese ports
until they learn more from the U.S.
Japan will decide later whether to
impose a ban.

Johanns commented just hours after
Japan’s prime minister, Junichiro
Koizumi, said in Tokyo that his coun-
try will block imports of American beef
after a recent shipment was found that
may contain material considered at
risk for mad cow disease.
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he housing
market in
Hastings will
remain strong
in 2006, despite
national reports that the
building trend is on the
decline.

The National
Association of Home
Builders reported recently
that home sales and
housing production
would be on the decline
for 2006, after three years
of strong growth.

“I think everybody’s
worried probably that the
market will eventually
exhaust itself, and the
prices will go down,” said
Linda Addison, executive
director of the Housing
Development Corp. in
Hastings.

Though Addison has
her worries and the
NAHB has its predictions,
information from the
Hastings Development
Services Department indi-
cates a positive outlook.

Building permit records
over the past six years
show the number of new
homes in Hastings was
consistent in 2005 after
increasing by 20 in 2004.
The number of additions
and remodeled homes has
remained the same over
the same six-year period.

The number of single-
home lots available in
the city, and those soon
to be available, are high
and serve as another sign
of a strong housing mar-
ket, officials said.

In 2005, a total of 88 sin-
gle-home plots were final-
ized with the Development
Services Department and
were ready for sale. In
2006, there are more than
300 single-home lots that
could soon be finalized to
be ready for sale, according
to the department’s
records.

Those involved in the
housing market say they,
100, are seeing signs of con-
tinued growth for 2006.

Mike Engelhardt, presi-
dent of the Hastings
Board of Realtors Inc.,
said the market has been
strong recently and he
doesn’t foresee any
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construction Friday along Lakepark Lane.

HELPING THE NATION

FINDLAY, Ohio — A woman

who died at age 98 bequeathed her

$1.1 million estate to the federal
government, requesting that it be

used to help pay down the $8.1 tril-

lion national debt.

The gift from Margaret Elizabeth

Nation

Taylor, who died Nov. 9, may be
the largest ever to the Treasury
Department, spokesman Stephen
Meyerhardt said Thursday.

“It’s the biggest in at least the last
15 years, and most likely the
largest,” he said. “Needless to say,
most donations are much, much

AMY ROH/Tribune
Joaquin Torres (front) and Jon Kulhman with Ben Engel Construction apply a base coat for stucco on a new house under

smaller.”

Attorney Tom Drake, the execu-
tor of Taylor’s estate, said Taylor
made it very clear that her fortune
was to be handed over to the gov-
ernment. Her will was filed recently
probate court.

The Associated Press

change in the near
future.
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